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THE CONNEXION OF THE MEANS WITH THE END: 


A continuation of remarks on Psalm cxxvii. 1. Except the 
Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it; except 
the Lord keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. 


In a former essay, man was considered as a dependent being; 
dependent us a creaturé upon God as the Lord of providence, as 
a believer on God as the God of salvation, and as a labourer in his 
service, dependent on him as the God of blessing. Yet means 
have been appointed for the accomplishment of the divine pur- 
poses. There are those who are builders, though the Lord builds 
the house; and those who are watchmen, though he keeps the 
city. It will not therefore be amiss to add a few remarks re- 
specting 

THE CONNEXION OF THE MEANS WITH THE END. 


I. Our first remark is, that this connexion is not naturally ne- 
cessary, or such that the means have in themselves a tendency to 
produce the end. This may be said even of natural effects.— 
When we speak of a natural connexion between causes and ef- 
fects, we do not mean that this connexion ts necessary or essen- 
tial, but only established. God has given certain laws to things, 
and we see them generally observing these laws; yet we cannot 
see any natural, intrinsic efficacy in causes to produce the effects 
which follow them. We cannot tell why sowing seed in the earth 
should produce food, nor why food should nourish us. We can- 
not tell why the earth should nourish some creatures, the air and 
water others, while the clement of each is fatal to the rest. We 
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see that God has settled this order of things; but we know that 
he can vary or suspend these laws at pleasure, and that the 
whole constitution of things might have been the opposite of 
what it is. So in divine things, there is no natural and necessary 
connexion between the means and the end. The law has no 
intrinsic efficacy to convert, or the Gospel to produce faith — 
The washing with water, in baptism, cannot cleanse the soul 
from sin, nor the partaking of bread and wine, nourish it. Prayer 
has no natural tendency to procure blessings, nor has any other 
ordinance. These are only means, or channels of conveyance ; 
they are not the sources from which we are to expect the bless- 
ing. Considered in theinselves they are weakness and folly; but 
as divine ordinances, they"are the wisdom and pewer of God for 
salvation. And this truth is very clearly and fully illustrated in 
the Scriptures. 

Wher the Israelites were bitten by serpents in the wilderness, 
Moses was commanded to lift up a serpent of brass; and the 
people were to look to it and be healed. This in itself was the 
greatest folly; but the wounded who jooked were healed, be- 
cause this was the power of God for theirrecovery. ‘They were 
commanded to look as a token of faith and submission, and only 
to look that it might be evident that their cure was not the effect 
of any natural means, but of the miraculous interposition of God. 
So we are commanded to look unto Christ, who has been lifted 
up upon the cross with the assurance that we shall be healed of 
the wounds of spiritual death. This is equally foolishness in 
the eyes of the world; but it is the wisdom and the power of 
God for the salvation of them who believe. Many of the Israel- 
ites might scoff at the direction of Moses, and those who obeyed 
it. “These people, they might say, are indolent and careless ; 
they will not apply to a physician; they will not use any proba- 
ble means for a cure ; they lie still and expect to recover. De- 
luded, miserable beings! how long wiil ye trust in vanity.— 
Arise end try some of those remedies, which many wiser and 
better than you have recommended. Here are knives, and 
salves, and plasters, for your wounds; arise and do something for 
yourselves.” So, many scoffat the doctrine of looking by faith 
to Christ for salvation, and affect to pity those who receive it.— 
“These men, say they, are too sparing of themselves; they rest 
all on grace, a fine salve for a sore conscience, encouraging ev- 
ery enormity, not only with the hope of impunity, but of eternal 
rewards. These men hope to be saved by grace, through faith 
and without works. But to us it appears that the man who has 
the most works has the most reason to hope; and many wise and 
ce men have directed that something should be done; they 

ve directed to use the knife of penance, the salve of human 
merit and the plasters of human inventions.” Such reasoning is 
common, and it arises from a mistaken apprehension of the na- 
ture of the means. It is supposed that the connexion of the 
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means and the end is natural and necessary ; that what we do is 
to save us, rather than be merely the means; whereas faith does 
not, properly speaking, save us, but receives Christ for salva- 
tion; it is not itself the payment of the debt, but presents the 
bond which pays it. 

The Israelites were commanded to encompass the walls of - 
Jericho seven days and to blow upon rams’ horns. If any one 
were disposed to make a show of attack for the sake of mocke- 
ry, he could hardly devise any thing more ridiculeus. Yet so it 
was, that in this way the city was destroyed. And what is the* 
instruction which we derive from this event? Is it not that the 
means which we employ in our spiritual warfare are weak and 
foolish in themselves, but mighty through the power of God to 
pull down the strong holds of sin? The men of Jericho would 
be much amused at the procedure of the Israelites. They would 
perhaps stand upon their walls to view the procession and mock 
them. “Oh!” they would say, ‘ will these men take our ci 
by walking round it, will they demolish our walls by the blast of 
their trumpets? Lo, these seven days they have continued this 
vigorous siege, and tremble, ye men of Jericho, at the progress 
of their arms.’’ In like manner, the enemies of religion mock 
and say, ‘“ What will this handful do? How will they maintain 
their cause against the numbers and the greatness of their op 
sers? How will they maintain it by means of the weak and de- 
spised instruments who defend it?’ Yet the men of Jericho 
found their mockery vain, and so will all the enemies of God be 
driven back with shame and confusion. However weak and 
foolish men and measures may appear, if they be employed of 
God, this gives them such power that no resistance can stand be- 
fore them. 

Naaman, the Syrian, was commanded to go and wash in Jor. 
dan, in preference to the waters of Samaria. And why? [¢ 
was not because there was any healing virtue in any of these 
waters, or in one more than another. It wasto show us that the 
blessing flows from God, and is to be sought in the ways of his 
appointment. This appointment gave the healing virtue toJor- 
dan, and it gives efficacy to every ordinance. Without it, all 
ordinances, however reasonable they may appear to us, however 
agreeable to the spirit of the Gospel, however well received 
the world, however blest in human reckoning, are no better than 
the waters of Samaria—they will never cleanse from the leprosy 
of sin. Naaman expected means of a more imposing character, 
and was highly incensed at the simplicity of the prophet’s direc- 
tion. Surely, he thought to himself, he will come out to me, and 
stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand 
over the place, and recover the leper. And if he must wash, why 
must it be in Jordan? Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of 

Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? May I not wash, 
in them and he clean? So the simplicity of Gospel ordinances 
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and restriction to divine appointment are still offensive. Ministers 
must come forth, and save men by oratory, by argument, by the 
introduction of worldly pomp into the worship of Christ. The 
reasonableness of divine appointments is still questioned, and in 
the same spirit with Naaman, men ask, Is not reading better than 
preaching? Is not Watts better than David? Is not man bet- 
terthan God’? But it is not the apparent excellence or power of 
means, it is the secret operation of the Spirit which makes them 
effectual. The very simplicity of the means is the reason of 
their appointment, and this commends them with the greatest 
power to the conscience. 

Ezekiel was commanded to prophesy to a valley of dry bones, 
and to say, O, ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. His 
prophesying could not give them life; but it was the means 
through which God would make them live. Ezekiel might have 
said, Lord, why should I preach to these dry bones? They can- 
not hear; and if they could, they cannot obey. Why not rather 
bring bone to bone and use some reasonable means for restoring 
them to life? God, however, took his own way, to show that 
their restoration was not effected by the prophet, nor by the bones 
themselves, but by his Spirit. So, many ask what is the use of 
preaching the Gospel, if man be that dead and helpless creature 
which you make him—he cannot hear, he cannot believe, he 
cannot repent, he cannot do any thing which is required, as he 
should—would it not then be as reasonable to preach to the walls 
of the church as tohim’? It would be just as reasonable, if we 
had not the command of God for our warrant, and the promise 
of his blessing for our encouragement. But now this is the 
means by which God puts forth his power; and in this way he 
shows that it is not of him who preaches, nor of him who hears, 
but of Himself, that sinners are converted. Ministers call on 
sinners to awake out of sleep, and arise from the dead; yet it 
is not to be supposed that the call implies a power of obedience 
—that men can raise themselves into new life—or that the call, 
of person calling, or any thing but the exercise of Almighty 
power can quicken them. 

God tells the Israelites of things which he had fully determined 
todo. I, says he, the Lord have spoken it, and will do tt ; yet it 
is added, Thus saith the Lord, Iwill yet for this be inquired of by the 
house of Israel to doit for them. Ezek. xxxvi. 36,37. Prayer is net 
that which by its own efficacy procures, nor is it that which ori- 
ginally moves God to bestow blessings ; it is only an appointed 
means for accomplishing his pleasure. Ifit be asked, What then 
is the use of prayer? If God has determined whatsoever comes 
to pass, prayer will not bring blessings, nor the neglect of it pre- 
ventthem. It may be answered, that this is one of those things 
which we see but in part; and the parts we see most clearly are, 


that God will accomplish all his pleasure, and yet we are war- 
ranted to prav. 
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‘The miracles of our Saviour illustrate the same truth. He 
always employed some means, such as speaking to the diseased, 
or touching them, to show that the work was his; and yet he al- 
ways used such means that it was evident they were nothing in 
themselves, that the whole effect was from his own Almighty 

ower. 
Il. There is an established connexion between the means and 
the end. God sometimes works without means, sometimes 
against them, to show the greatness and freedom of his power. 
And where they are not wilfully neglected, the want of them will 
not prevent the blessing. Yet he has established their use, and 
in general accomplishes, through them, the purposes of his grace. 
However, this connexion is not so established, that in the use of 
the outward means the end will always be attained. God may 
blast the labours of the most industrious, and take the most wise 
in their own craftiness. Many are called, but not chosen; many 
pray, whose prayers are never heard; many profess, whose pro- 
fessions afe never acknowledged; many preach salvation, who 
are themselves not saved; many scek in various ways the king- 
dom of heaven, who never enter it. There is a probability of 
grace to encourage the unregenerate in the use of means, but no 
absolute promise. Faith comes byhearing ; and, therefore, though 
some may believe without hearing, and many who hear remain 
in unbelief, the hearers of the Gospel are in the fairest way of 
attaining faith. Prey God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart 
may be forgiven thee. Those who never pray have no reason 
to hope; but there isa perhaps to encourage prayer in the most 
desperate cases. It may be that even those who are in the gall 
of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity, if they pray, shall find 
pardon. These outward means are the ways in which Christ 
passes along through the world ; and it is a good thing to wait, 
and to wait long in them; for it may be that he will pass by and 
heal us. God is not bound to reward his own people, and much 
less his enemies; yet even his enemies shall not labour in vain. 
Their outward services will at least be followed with outward 
blessings; and it may be, that while waiting on God in Zion, the 
place of blessing, he will command the blessing out of Zion, 
even life everlasting. This connexion between the outward 
means and the effectual operation of the Spirit, though not uni- 
form, is general. Wherever God h«s work to do, he will send 
the means, as Paul was sent to Macedonia because God had 
much people in that place. And wherever the means are sent, 
we have reason to hope that there is work to be accomplished. 
And wherever they are for a long time punctually, sincerely and 
universally attended to, we have reason to hope it is not without 
a gracious effect. Men may wait for many years at the pool of 
ordinances, and be nothing bettered ; yet Christ knows how long 
they wait, and if he enables them to such perseverance, it is at 
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least a strong presumptive evidence that at the set time he will 
appear for their salvation. 

On the other hand, there is an uniform connexion between the 
inward means, or the effectual operation of the Spirit, and the 
end. All who have faith have, not temporal, but eternal life; 
and eternal life, not visiting, but abiding inthem. All who are 
called shall be justified and glorified. All who have the Holy 
Spirit are sealed to the day of redemption. They are like let- 
ters written by the hand and secured by the seal of God. None 
can distinctly read them; none can change the writing; none 
can open the seal, until the day of their complete redemption.— 
And where the outward means are used in faith, the end will al- 
ways be granted. ‘The Word was never received in faith with- 
out profiting. Prayer was never made in faith without being an- 
swered ; and work was never done in faith without being re- 
warded. On the other hand, the blessing was never obtained by 
those who wilfully neglected the means. No man was ever pro- 
fited by the Word who did not receive it as the Word of God, 
able to save his soul. No man finds, who seeks not; or receives, 
who asks not. Noman was ever pardoned who wilfally neglect- 
ed baptism for the remission of sins; or had any part in Christ, 
who refused to eat his flesh and drink his blood. No man ever 
received the reward who never laboured. It is as true in respect 
to spiritual as common blessings, ‘that he who will not work shall 
not eat; he that sows nothing shall reap nothing; he that sows 
sparingly shall reap sparingly; he that soweth bountifully shall 
reap bountifully ; and whatsoever a man soweth that shall he 
also reap. Thehand of the diligent maketh rich, but they who 
are idle must perish.” 

[il. This is an useful connexion. God could do all things 
without means. As he created and upholds the world by the 
immediate exercise of his power, so he could supply the wants 
of nature without the cultivation of the field, and the use of food 
and clothing ; he could convert the soul without preaching; he 
could build up without builders ; he could keep without watch- 
men. But he has seen proper to use means for the display of 
his glory. He hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and in 
what way he will have mercy,—he chooses babes and sucklings, 
and calls them through the foolishness of preaching, because it 
seemeth good unto him. beyond this we are not warranted to 
enquire into the reason of his proceedings farther than he is 
pleased to give us an account of his ways. But we are distinct- 
ly informed of various ends which are answered by the use of 
means, and especially of these two,—the humbling of man, and 
the exalting of God. 

One end answered by the use of means is, the humbling of 
mati. ‘Those who have never tried their strength may greatly 
mistake it; and the Christian, if not called to the use of means, 
might not be conscious of his weakness. It is in the use of 
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these that he attained at last the humbling conviction that oi 
himself he cando nothing. If we had no Bible, no public instruc- 
tions, no means of acquiring knowledge but by the immediate 
teaching of the Hely Spirit, we might suppose that with these 
advantages we could learn something. But when we have all 
the means of knowing, and yet can understand nothing except as 
we are taught by the Spirit, we must be convinced that the 
mind is altogether dark and defiled, and that it needs a total re- 
novation after the image of God. If there were no gospel 
preached to us, we might suppose that if there, were, we could 
of ourselves embrace it. But now when we have it, yet willnot 
believe till God draws us to himself, we are convinced of unbe- 
lief, and taught to consider faith as the gift of God. , If there 
were no law to obey, we might suppose that if we had one we 
could do much ; but having the law, and finding that we are una- 
ble to keep the least of Christ’s commandments, we are con- 
vinced of sin and total inability ;—We, through the law, become 
dead to the law, that we may live unto God. Thus God appoints 
us a way which we can neither find nor travel of ourselves, that 
we may look to him to guide us, that we may lean on him for 
strength, and with the whole heart give him the glory of our 
salvation, and the praise of our good works. 

And again, by the use of means God is exalted. He has ge- 
nerally employed those instruments and those means which ap- 
pear most contemptible and unpromising, that men might see his 
hand and admire the greatness of his power. He hath put the 
treasure of the gospel, not into angelic, nor spiritual, nor holy 
vessels, but into vessels of earth; he has employed frail, sinful 
men to be the messengers of peace, that the excellency of the 
power might appearto be of God himself. if angels or beings of 
great purity and excellence preached the gospel we might forget 
God in contemplating them, and attribute something of the ex- 
cellence or success of the gospel to those who preached it. 
Bui when those who preach it are men, and men of like passions 
with ourselves, when they are often the weak and despised ones 
of the world, we see that all the excellence and success of the 
gospel must be of God. He hath chosen such expressly for 
this purpose, that no flesh should glory in his presence. By the 
use of means the name of God is also exalted in the punishment 
of the wicked. He wouid have been just if no means had been 
used ; how much more when they have been enjoyed but slight- 
ed. If the gospel has been preached in our streets, and the 
wedding garment offered, however numerous our excuses for 


neglect, and however\confidently urged, we will be speechless 


when we appear before our judge. 

In concluding these remarks it may be profitable to consider 
the practical influence. which they should have on our conduct. 
They should lead to a humble reliance on the Author of all our 
blessings. He makes rich in the things of the world, rich in 
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faith, rich m good works, and rich in the success of our labours 
Let us look to him, and ascribe praise to him only. The pray- 
er of faith will shut the heavens that it rain not, or open them in 
copious showers. ‘The prayer of faith brings to believers all 
the blessings of providence. It is by the prayer of faith that 
the mouths of ministers are opened and their hearts enlarged in 
delivering God’s messages. And it is by the prayer of faith 
that the heart is opened to receive them. It is when ministers 
and people unite ina humble and prayerful reliance on God 
giving him no rest day nor night, that he will establish his Zion, 
and make Jerusalem a praise. 

Let us set a high value on ordinances, for they are the ordinances 
of God. In them we have not to do with frail men like ourselves, 
but with the Almighty. When ministers address us, it is not the 
voice of men, but of God, for they are ambassadors for Christ, 
and by them he beseeches us. The word preached by them 
we are warranted to receive as if God in his own person had 
spoken it; and if we refuse, it will never be laid to our charge 
that we refused the warnings of faithful and exemplary servants; 
but Christ will take the slight we offered to himself, “J called, 
and ye refused; / stretched out my hand, and no man regarded ; 
but ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my 
reproof.” ©, think, gospel despiser what you are doing when 
you refuse obedience to the word. You are setting yourself in 
opposition to Christ. When he says, thou shalt, you reply, 1 
will not. You bid defiance to him whose word called into being 
the things which were not, whose word upholds them, whose 
look removes them from their place. You dare him to his ut- 
most whose breath consumes, whose frown is more dreadful than 
all the angels of heaven, all the hosts of the world, all the devils 
of hell; whose anger is more terrible than ten thousand deaths, 
than eternal dying. In the phrensy of sin you run upon him, 
even upon his neck, and the thick bosses of his bucklers.— 
Think it not a small matter to trifle with the word of salvation 
sent to you; nor make light of them who bring it; for he that 
mocks these builders mocks the great master builder, who will 
ease him of his adversaries and avenge him of his enemies. 

Yet let us not value ordinances for their own sakes. Let us 
not esteem men more highly than we ought; let us honour them 
for their master’s sake; and value ordinances administered by 
them as the means of bringing Christ to us, and us to Christ.— 
Let us not hear that we may be pleased by the talents and elo- 
quence of the speaker. Let us not hear him as a weil-tuned in- 
strument of music; nor let us seek merely food for the mind ; 
but as new born babes, let us desire the sincere milk of the word 
that our souls may be nourished and grow up in Christ. God 
most approves of simplicity, and godly sincerity both in ministers 
and hearers ; and where these abound the gospel will have free 
course and be glorified 
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And though we can do nothing of ourselves either for ourselves 
or others, let us be diligent as we have opportunity not only in 
seeking personal holiness, but in doing good unto others ; and we 
shall at last be rewarded as among the builders of Zion. God 
does not need our services. He only employs us that we may 
do his work, and be blessed in our deed. And we shall be ten- 
fold worse enemies to ourselves than to God if we neglect his 
service. Let us be kind to the poor. They are God’s poor; 
they are his representatives in the world. He could easily sup- 
ply their wants; he could make the ravens feedthem; he could 
multiply their oil and their flour. -But he has sent them into the 
world, and they are always in it, that he may prove us, and see 
what is in our hearts, and that we may have opportunities of 
ministering to Christ in the supply of their necessities. Parents 
should train up their children in the ¢knowledge of the truth.— 
God could teach them himself without the means, but he has 
employed the fathers to make known his works tothe children, 
that they may give proof of their love to hiin by training up a 
seed toserve him. Let us be faithful to God’s cause. He could 

maintain it without us; but he enlists us on his side that we may 
share in the toils of the war, and the glory ofthe triumph. And in 
a word, whatever end we are called to seek, let us labour as if no- 
thing but our exertions could effect it; and when we have done 
all, let us look to God for his blessing as if we had done nothing ; 
remembering, that Except the Lord build the house, they labour in 
vain that build it; except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain. T. B. 

Note.—The above has been chiefly selected from a discourse preached sub- 


sequent to the ordination of a brother, which accounts for some peculiarity in 
the character of the remarks. 
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HE REDEMPTION AND SANCTIFICATION OF THE CHURCH. 
[Continued from page 336. ] 


Eruestans v. 25—27. Christ loved the Church, and gave him- 
self for it, &e. 


Question. 2d. What is the connection between the death of 
Christ, and the sanctification and glory of his church? Let no 
one suppose that we are here to enter on a speculation respect- 
ing the reasonableness or fitness of this part of the divine coun- 
sels, or to accommodate it to our conceptions, fancies, or self- 
formed principles. ‘The reasonableress or fitness of the doc- 
trine, we have nothing to do with: our business is to submit to 
the oracles of God—to make an immediate surrender of our 
understandings to that authoritative revelation which has been 


Vou. nm. 53 








~* 


418 Phe Recempuen and Sanctification of the Church 


made to us of the existence and truth of any doctrine, without at- 
tempting to comprehend or explain the manner. In attempting 
therefore to state the connection between the death of Christ 
and the glory of the church, we shall confine ourselves to the 
taking of a fair and faithful impression of what revelation com- 
municates on this momentous subject. , 

1. The death of Christ gave him a claim of right to the per- 
sons of the elect and to a salvation equal to all the necessities 
of their souls. When we speak of the death of Christ as the 
cause of the church’s salvation, we of course do not speak of it 
as a physical cause, power or energy, of which sanctification is 
the effect. Noris it to be considered as a mean of a moral kind 
only, as the means of redemption bring the meatis of a man’s im- 
provement in virtue. This scheme of the atonement differs in 
no material respect from te Socinian notion, which represents 
Christ merely as our instructor and example. 

Others, speak of the death of Christ asa wise expedient or 
mean through which salvation is effected or bestowed. Perhaps 
all we know or can know is, that his death has been appointed 
as the mean by which God, in the economy of his moral govern- 
ment, has determined to act in respect to men. The connecting 
link of cause and effect is all a mystery, impenetrable to human 
sagacity, equally in things the most familiar and most obscure.— 
Perhaps any attempt at tracing the nature and manner of the 
general fact now before us, may be a violent and unwarrantable 
transition beyond the certain and safe barrier of revelation.— 
But certainly a connexion was clearly announced in the law be- 
tween animal sacrifices and atonement. “ Almost all things were 
by the law purged with blood.” The blood, which is the life, was 
looked upon as the consideration on which the pardon was grant- 
ed; being an acknowledgement on the part of the offerer, that 
he had deserved death, if God had been strict to mark offences. 
The blood shedding of Christ, possessed really and eminently 
that power of purification which the blood of the Mosaic vic- 
tims, (the sprinkling of the ashes, ) possessed typically. ‘“ For if 
the blood of bulls, and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer, sprink- 
jing the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself unto God, purge your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God.” Heb. ix. 13, 14. 

As to the ransom of the persons of believers by the death of 


Christ, the scripture is very explicit. ‘ The Sonof man came 
to give his life a ransom for many.” Matt. xx. 28. “ He gave 
himself a ransom for all.” 1 John ii. 6. ‘“ Christ redeemed us 


from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us.” Gal. iii. 13. 
‘ His blood was shed for many for the remission of sins.” Matt. 
xxvi. 28. All these passages directly assert the redemption of 
the persons of the elect, by Christ’s blood as the price ; but his 
death.which gives him a claim of right to their persons, appears 
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tous to give him the same claim to the justification, sanctification 
and glorification of their persons. ‘The two cannot be separated. 
The one necessarily implies the other. What is redemption, but 
deliverance from evil, with restoration to good? What could 
redemption mean without both the one and the other of these ¢ 
If a price of redemption is paid, it is not merely for many, but for 
the remission of sin and reconciliationto God. It is no more 
disparaging to free grace, that the inheritance we lost by sin 
should be ransomed for us, than that our persons should be 
bought from captivity with a price. 

The doctrine of free grace and of full redemption by Jesus, is 
so important, that it was shadowed forth and kept in view 
through the whole of thelaw. The law (Lev. xxv.) respecting 
the redemption of persons and inheritances, particularly illus- 
trate and confirm the subject before us. What a-beautiful type 
of our poor captive nature, was the poor Israelite who had for- 
feited his inheritance, and whose family rights and connections, 
were alichated or lost, during his captivity! My hearers, you 
and I, by sinning in Adam in his first transgression, have lost our 
original inheritance—our birth-right. But a kinsman Redeemer 
was beautifully represented by a rich and near Israelite, in whom 
lay the right of redeeming his poor brother. For who so rich 
as Jesus in whom all fullness dwells. Who so near to us as he 
that hath taken our very nature unto himself, and is married to us. 
Attend to that most gracious declaration, (Jer. ui. 14,) Jesus 
only is in a capacity to redeem us. Job calls him by this very 
name, Goel, kinsman Redeemer. Job xix.25. O, may it be your 
happiness and mine, to return as the redeemed Israelite to our 
Father’s house, and re-enter on the mortgaged and sold inheri- 
tance, ransomed for us by Jesus our nearest of kin, our Goel.— 
O, the distinguishing mercy of deliverance from the condition of 
bond-servants to sin and Satan, and of being the Lord’s freemen! 
Eternal praises to our kinsman Redeemer, who hath procured 
freedom and rest for us poor captives. May his blessed spirit 
give us to rest in peace in that liberty wherewith he+hath made 
us free. 

Christ is your sanctification meritoriously, O believers, as well 
as your righteousness. ‘He gave himself for the church, that 
he might sanctify her.” If you possess the glorious privilege of 
liberty from sin, the divine blessing of sanctification; if sin’s 
power to condemn you, as well as its claim to dominion over you, 
be done away—to Christ’s death you owe all. Christ's blood, 
like that of the ancient sacrifices, has a two-fold aspect or effect ; 
it both expiates andcleanses. With respect to our sanctification, 
it is called the blood of sprinkling. By sprinkling it constitutes 
us kings and priests unto God. 

2d. The Holy Spirit, the direct, efficient cause of the church's 
sanctification, is the fruit of the mediation of Christ. We can- 
not without blasphemy sav, that any one of fhe divine persons jp 
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the trinity, is an instrument in the hand of the other; yet there 
is an order of subsistence and operation; and according to this 
order, the Father stipulates and wills the sanctification of the 
elect, the Son claims it as the fruit of his dying for them, and 
the Holy Ghost, who is of the Father and of the Son, really and 
effectually cleanses our poor leprous nature, which was past all 
power of recovery by human art and contrivance. We owe 
praises then to our covenant God and Father, who bestowed this 
great mercy, the gift of his Son, to heal. us of our leprosy,—prai- 
ses to his most merciful and beloved Son, who hath opened de- 
liverance for us in his blood. And no less may we ascribe praises 
to the eternal Spirit, by whose gracious application of the Sa- 
viour’s merits and righteousness, all the leprosy of our souls is 
healed. 

It is very plain that the blood of Jesus must be applied to us, 
sprinkled on the sinner, as well as shed for the sinner. For an 
unapplied ransom is no ransom. Both these doctrines were 
strikingly set forth under type and figure, to the Old Bestament 
church. The Saviour’s atonement was shadowed forth under 
the Jewish Passover, and various sacrifices. But deliverance 
from wrath by an atonement is not enough to constitute the sin- 
ner’s happiness. ‘To complete the simner’s mercy, divine good- 
ness must not stop here. It must further give man a capacity 
and taste for true happiness—must qualify him and make him 
meet for it by the renewal of his mind from the leprosy of sin 
he had lain under. Hence in the xiv. of Lev. we are taught in 
the law of. the leper under the emblem of two birds, how the 
Lord Jesus died for our sins, and rose for our justification; how 
his blood, when applied to the guilty soul, cleanseth. There is 
something peculiarly striking in the seven-fold application or 
sprinkling upon him that was to be cleansed, of the blood of the 
bird that was killed. Seven times may allude to the perpetua! 
necessity of the application of the blood of Jesus, or to the Spi- 
rit’s continued office. The living bird dipped in the blood of 
the bird killed, with its subsequeut flight into the air, may be a 
lively emblem of the Lord Jesus rising again for our justification, 
and taking with him his own blood, there to appear in the pre- 
sence of God for us. But may it not also be a lively emblem of 
the sinner, who, being cleansed from the leprosy of sin by the 
blood of Christ, is made free from sin, brought into the liberty 
of the sons of God, and henceforth rises in his affections and 
pursuits towards heaven, whither his Saviour is gone before. 

Again, from the 15th to the 20th verse of the same chapter, 
the mingling of the blood with the oil beautifully sets forth that 
both the blood of Jesus and the anointing oil of the Holy Ghost, 
are essential in their united operations to the salvation of the 
sinner. Again, from ver. 33d to 57th, the same ceremony was 
appointed for cleansing the house, as for cleansing an Israelite. 
Some have thought that the house of Israel was particularly al- 
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iuded to in this precept of taking down the leprous house, and 
which was literally fulfilled when Israel was carried away to Baby- 
lon. But it may rather refer to our fallen nature. The remains 
of indwelling sin in our corrupt mortal bodies, after all our scrap- 
ing within and without, plainly shew, that like the ivy in the 
wall, they root in the heart of the building ; and until the wall 
be taken in pieces, there will be many buddings of them. How 
well suited, then, the renewed washings mentioned, (ver. 8, 9.) 
to show, that there must be continual renewals of the Holy 
Ghost and continual applications of the blood of Christ, until we 
drop these clay tabernacles in the earth; when we shall drop sin 
from ourselves for ever. In these bodies of clay, in which we 
now dwell, the spots of the leprosy of sin still appear; but the 
same spirit which raised up Jesus from the dead, shall also quick- 
en your mortal bodies, and shall raise them up glorified bodies, 
without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. On this subject we 
must call your attention to the ordinance of the red heifer men- 
tioned, (Num. xix.) which certainly was designed to typify the 
sacrifice of our blessed Lord, and the best comment on which, 
you have in the ix. chap. of the epistle to the Hebrews. Over 
this chapter, as over every other of the five books of Moses, 
might be placed the motto, ‘‘Moses wrote of Christ.”” Many 
of the particulars respecting these Mosaic ordinances, as well as 
others, were scrupulously observed by the Egyptians, Greeks 
and Romans, in their sacrifices: it is likely that the Gentiles 
learnt their first sacrificial rites from the patriarchs. Many 
commentators, ancient and modern, profess to know and apply 
every circumstance in this ordinance of the red heifer; some of 
these, strikingly apply to Christ. We need only mention what 
is well worthy of observation, as well as quite to the present 
purpose, that the same authority which appoints the sacrifice, 
always accompanies this appointment with the precept of the 
sprinkling of the blood of the sacrifice, ver. 4th. And does not 
this teach that the Holy Ghost must apply the redemption which 
the Son of God hath accomplished, to render it effectual to the 
sinner’s heart and conscience? We have atypical representation 
of the essential offices both of Christ and of the Holy Spirit in 
gathering up the ashes of the heifer, in order to be mixed with 
water, and sprinkled on those that had contracted any legal 
defilement. ver. 9—17—22. The ashes of the heifer point to 
the atonement and righteousness of Jesus, which he laid up, as 
it were, in the presence of God, for the daily, hourly, unceasing 
application by the Holy Spirit to the guilty consciences of his 
people. The running water represented the precious offices of 
the Holy Spirit in the washing of regeneration, by the renewing 
of souls by his grace. The ashes not mixed with the running 
water, were not used, or did not cleanse. Neither dothe merits 
of Jesus operate on your heart or mine, unless applied by the 
Holy Spirit, whose infinitely important work it iste take of the 
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things of Jesus, and show unto us his person, offices, character 
and salvation. See the Redeemer’s own account of the Spirit's 
office and ministry in, his farewell sermon to his apostles. John 
xvi. 7. Ask at your own hearts whether you have come to this 
blood of sprinkling 2? Cry to God to make you to see incorrup- 
tion and the everlasting efficacy of the righteousness of the 
blood of Christ, and to make you experience the grace of the 
Spirit, the streams of whose influences make glad the city of 
God. For the descent, inhabitation and influences of the Holy 
Spirit, you are indebted to the mediation of Christ. Had Christ 
not died, there would have been no réom for the teaching and 
the sanctification of the Holy Spirit. ‘The Holy Ghost is styled, 
“the Spirit of Christ,’ Rom. viii. 9.—Is given in the name of 
Christ, John xivi—Was promised by Christ on his departure. 
John xvi. 17. He is his Spirit, whom he puts within men. He 
is shed on us through Jesus Christ the Lord. Tit. ui, 5,6. The 
church obtains ‘the sanctification of the Spirit, through the 
sprinkling of the blood of Jesus.” And to this was she chosen, 
according to the foreknowledge of God. 1 Pet.i.2. For this 
great and invaluable blessing, David thus prayed. ‘‘ purge me 
with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and J shall be whiter © 
than snow.” Psal. i. 7. It washes out sins of a crimson co- 
lour and scarlet hue. It makes the church all glorious, without 
spot or wrinkle. It renders all fair in the sight of God, removes 
pain and shame, and gives boldness in the presence of God.— 
Heb. x. 19—22. 

This blood of atonement, which with respect to the church's 
sanctification, is called “the blood of sprinkling,” ‘ the foun- 
tain opened for sin and uncleanness,” and with which the church 
declares, from her own experience, ‘he hath washed us from 
our sins in his own blood,” purgeth our consciences from dead 
works; and concerning which, the Holy Spirit testifies, “the 
blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth from all sin.”—~ 
This blood, I say, you must have applied to your souls, if you 
would not perish, and that forever, in your uncleanness. In the 
case of all whom the Spirit interests in and makes partakers of 
the cleansing virtue of this blood, two important effects do, by 
the will and appointment of heaven, invariably follow. 

1. Whilst sin, as such, retains, and will for ever retain, the 
quality of being abominable and hateful, (for even Omnipotence 
itself cannot change the nature of sin,) the sinner is no longer 
loathsome, but clean and pure in the sight of even infinite purity. 
‘‘Come and let us reason together, saith the Lord; though your 
sins be.as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Is. i. 18. ‘“ Wash 
thou me, and I shall be whiter than snow.”’ Sin is not washed, 
but the sinner. The Spirit takes away his filthy garments from 
him, and sets a fair mitre of glory on his head. 
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2. The feeling of shame and reproach, arising from moral pol- 
jution, happily gives place to the joyous sentiment of childlike 
liberty, boldness and expectation. “ Having, therefore, breth- 
ren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, let 
us draw near.” Heb. x. 19. In these two ways is sin purged 
and the soul cleansed ; or in other words, the production of these 
two effects, is what the Spirit*of God does by the sprinkling of 
the blood of atonement. 

If any inquiring soul still asks, how the Spirit accomplishes 
this process of cleansing ? we would answer, 

Ist. That part of the Spirit’s work is, to give us such a sight 
and conviction of the defilement of sin, as will fill us with self- 
loathing, and make us-feel our need of being cleansed in order 
to approach God with believing boldness. 

2d. The Holy Spirit reveals, directs and leads the sinner to 
the true and only mean of purification; turns away from our own 
soap and nitre, to the fountain of atoning blood, which, though 
it be nigh us, and before us, we cannot see or use till the Spirit 
causes the scales to fall from our eyes. He glorifies the Son, 
which is the principal end of his mission, by showing the things 
of Christ unto us, by giving us a gracious, believing, realizing 
view of the cleansing virtue of the blood of Christ. John xvi. 4. 
The Holy Spirit is the spring of all spiritual life, action and ex- 
cellence in the church; and he is so, by uniting her to Christ, 
and communicating to her all grace from those unsearchable 
stores, which are treasured up in Christ, her head. ‘“ By one 
Spirit we are baptized into one body.” 1 Cor. xii. 13.‘ Christ 
is in us by his Spirit and dwelleth in us.” Rom. viii. 9—11.— 
Now Christ receives of the Father the promise of the Spirit, and 
sheds him forth. Acts ii. 33; and as thus shed forth, he becomes 
the author of all the grace of the church; and hence it is evi- 
dent, that all her holiness ts from Christ, the fruit of his death 
and intercession. Thus Christ is our life, not formally consi- 
dered, but the purchaser, the cause and bestower of it. This 
doctrine, that all real holiness is from Christ, by the efficient ope- 
ration of his Spirit, ought never to be left in the back-ground or 
put in a corner, in the administration of the gospel. Itisa great 
and glorious theme, occupying a prominent place in the pages 
of inspiration. What a glorious and wonderful change does he 
operate on human nature in his quickening and sanctifying influ- 
ences! “ Ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that 
the Spirit of God dwell in you.” Rom. viii. 9. This is a simili- 
tude taken from persons encompassed with guards. As these 
are under their power to command, moved at their pleasure, and 
employed as they permit, so men in the Spirit, believe as he 
teaches ; work, as he enables; choose what he calls good; and 
cheerfully and willingly do what he commands. They are then 
most free when most under the leading and dominion of the Spi- 
rit. When the Spirit is poured from on high, what running, 
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what growth, what beauty and glory over the whole face of the 
church! Under the law, the Spirit was given in small propor- 
tion, like the dew on Gideon’s fleece ; but now is given abun- 
dantly, and is a fountain, an ocean of all things excellent to the 
whole church. By putting us under, and uniting us to Christ, 
our new head, we have a name, are new creatures, have a new 
nature and lead anewlife. The divine pleasures of communion 
with God, which had been interdicted by the fall, are restored. 
He gives us a Godlike nature. 1 Pet. i.4. This mighty work 
of the Spirit does not subvert the original constitution of our na- 
ture, destroy our reason or leave us under the wretched infatua- 
tion of a deluded fancy/and inflamed passions. Hence, 

3d. Whilst his discoveries, suggestions and energies influence 
our perceptions and reasonings, our conscience and judgment, 
will and affections, his operation is not immediate; that is, he 
does not act without second causes. He ordinarily conveys to 
the church the sanctifying virtue of the blood of Christ through 
the medium of the word and ordinances. The appointment of 
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, immedi- 
ately on his resurrection, to dispense the word and ordinances 
for the edifying of the body of Christ, was founded on and arose 
from that sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour which he had just 
offered, on the cross, to his Father. + From his death they de- 
rive all their utility. But for his death, the appointment and 
observance of them would have been vanity of vanities. They 
would yield no refreshment or strength to a weary and heavy- 
laden soul. Had not the offence of sin becu first made to cease 
by his death, our sin, like a mighty mountain, would have barred 
all access to a holy God; the building of grace would never have 
been reared; gracious influences never conveyed; and conse- 
quently, ordinances of grace could never have had an existence. 
Christ’s prayer for the sanctification of his disciples, through the 
medium of truth, would never have been offered; sanctification 
would, in that case, have been an empty name—a word, and no- 
thing else. The usefulness of outward ordinances, for the con- 
veyance of grace, was signified under the law, by the doubling 
of the evening and morning sacrifice on the Sabbath day, which 
denoted a peculiar and abundant communication of mercy and 
purifying grace, through the administration of instituted ordinan- 
ces on that hallowed day. 

The two great ordinances of the new dispensation are, as you 
well know, intimately connected with the death of Christ. The 
worthy receivers of the Lord’s Supper, according to our excel- 
lent catechism, are, “ by faith, made partaker’s of Christ’s body, 
for spiritual nourishment and growth in grace,” i. e. for their 
sanctification. The water, in baptism, represents the purifying 
virtue of his blood. In many passages of scripture, baptism is 
mentioned in immediate connection with the death of Christ.— 
Thus, 1 Cor. xii. 13. by one Spirit we are all baptized to one 
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body, i. e. we are truly united to Christ by the Spirit working 
faith in us, just as by the ritual ordinance of baptism, we are 
admitted into hie visible body, the church. ‘‘ Know ye not,” 
saith Paul, (Rom. vi. 3,) ‘that as many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ, were baptized intv his death.” Our interest 
in the benefits of his death is sealed by baptism. Some explain 
the passage, of baptismal vows, to mortify sin in conformity: te 
the design of Christ’s death; but it seems to express the bless- 
ed privilege of the state of believers, rather than matter of prac- 
tice. ‘The believer's death to sin, is immediately connected with 
the death of Christ, as a privilege arising from‘ it. Rom. vi. 10. 
‘Christ died unto sin once,” to condemn and abolish it, that its 
guilt might be remitted, and inherent corruption mortified ; and 
so he adds, “ reckon ye yourselves, also, to be dead indeed unto 
sin, through Jesus Christ.” ‘He bore our sins in his own body 
on the tree, that we being dead to sin, should live unto rights 
eousness,” 1 Pet. ii. 24. Now baptism exhibits, applies and 
seals to the believer's faith, this privilege, among @hers, viz. 
death unto sin, and life unto righteousness, by virtue of Christ's 
death for sin, in his stead. As we have no doubt of a person’s 
death, when we see him buried, so baptism strikingly represents 
an abiding, permanent death to sin, and life unto righteousness, 
on the part of the Christian. ‘“ We are buried with him by bap- 
tism, into his death.” Rom. vi. 4. It is not mercly a sign, but 
an efficacious organ or instrument in effecting the death of ‘sim 
and resurrection to anew life. This baptismal death atid burial 
of the old man of sin, followed by a resurrection to a newness of 
life, as its just and legitimate end or result, which the apestle, 
beautifully, but figuratively, sets forth, (v. 5th,) as a scion or 
branch of one tree is inserted into the stock of another, to which 
it did not originally belong, and appears to die inthe time of win- 
ter, but revives and blossoms afresh in the spring: so the Chris 
tian, being by faith implanted into Christ Jesus, a new stock, has 
fellowship with him in his death and also in his resurrection. »df 
we be dead or crucified with him, we shall also live together with 
him. Such is the reference which the washing with water, spo- 
ken of in the text, hath to the death of Christ. 

But besides these outward sacramental signs, in which Christ 
is seen and touched, tasted and handled, there is another medium 
which, through God, is of potent eflicacy in conveying the cleans- 
ing virtue of the blood of Christ tothe soul. 1 mean the rawr. 
‘Father, sanctify them through thy truth, thy word is truth,” 
‘Ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.” 
The wonderful adaptation and efficacy of the doctrine of the 
gospel, in delivering from the bondage of sin, is fully represented 
im many passages. ‘ Ye have obeyed from the heart, that form 
of doctrine which was delivered unto you: or rather, into 
which ye were delivered. Rom. vi. 17. This metaphor is highly 
expressive. As paper receives the impression of the type, ahd 
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wax the image of the seal, and melted metal the form of the 
mould into which it is cast, so the Christian is delivered over or 
cast into the mould of heavenly doctrine, by the creative hand 
of Divine power, and transformed into its likeness. The Chris- 
tian’s mind and the word of God answer to one another, as cast 
metal does to the mould, or as face to face in water, or ina 
mirror. 

The same thing is thus again set forth, Rom. viii. 2.“ The 
law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, hath made me free from 
the law of sin and death.” ‘ The law of sin and death,” it is 
obvious, from Rom. vii 24—5, is no other but that corrupt prin- 
ciple which rules in and over every natural man; and in contra- 
distinction to this, it would be natural enough to understand, by 
the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, that gracious, holy 
principle, which is in every believer, and which is called “the 
law of the mind.” Ch. vii. 23. Perhaps, however, it would be 
better to interpret the law of the spirit of life to be the doctrine 
of the gospel, which is often called “ The law,” and “ The law 
of faith.” Ps. xix. 7. Rom. iii. 27. The gospel is with great 
beauty called “ The law of the spirit of lite,” in opposition to 
that other law of sin and death, on the following accounts:— | 
Ist. Because its glorious mysteries were revealed, by the Spirit’s 
inspiration in matter and manner. They could have been infer- 
red from no natural or scientific principles; but the Spirit has 
taught them to us. 

2d. Because the Spirit gives powers to apprehend them, after 
they are revealed. None of you could understand or apprehend 
them, unless the Spirit gave you new light and new capacities. 
1Cor. ii. 14. Discoursing upon Euclid’s Elements, or Metaphy- 
sics to a brute or a stone, will have as much success as the 
preaching of Paul or Peter upon your uncircumcised hearts and 
ears, without the Holy Spirit ; notwithstanding thousands of ser- 
mons, invitations and counsels, you will remain as unmoved as 
the pillars and benches of this house; you will hear as the Athe- 
nians did a story, or as you read the newspapers, unless you be 
baptized with the Spirit, without whom you are no more living 
men, spiritually considered, than springs are living creatures. 

3d. Because the gospel consists of spiritual doctrines and 
promises, which make all that embrace them spiritual and holy 
men. It is the principle and seed of all spiritual and holy ac- 
tions. What a wonderful day of the manifestation or ministra-. 
tion of the Spirit was Pentecost, when coming upon men he 
quickened thousands who were before dead in sins! It is im- 
possible that any soul to whom the Spirit comes as the spirit of 
life and light, faith and holiness, should not feel the inspiring 
influence of the great, the ifinite, the unspeakable and never- 
ceasing joys displayed in the doctrines and promises of the gos- 
pel. It was probably, in contemplating these, that Paul was em- 
ployed when caught up into the third heavens, and knew not 
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whether in the body or out of the body; and also with the sweet 

singer of Israel, when in an ecstasy he cried out, ““O how great 

is his beauty, and how great is his goodness.” There is a foun- 

tain, there is an ocean of all-excellent things, to all in whom the 

Spirit is. How vigorously, then, should we study that TRuTH 

which is the medium of the sanctifying operation of the Spirit 

towards men. Labour to have the word of Christ dwelling in 

you richly in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. A thirst” 
for knowledge is naturalto man. We feel an advance in know- 

ledge to be an exaltation of our nature. Such is the sweet sa- 

tisfaction of soul, the agreeable ideas, such the pleasing emotions 

of joy and triumph, the sense of superior dignity inspired by the 
possession of knowledge, that it has been justly said that an in- 
telligent mendicant would disdain to change his situation for 
opulent and splendid ignorance. But how are all the satisfac- 
tion, joys and triumphs, arising from the pursuits and discoveries 
of science augmented, if we speak of the science of Divinity ; 

if, under the teachings of the Spirit of God, we explore the sa- 
cred scriptures, these fountains of divine knowledge. Then all 
human understanding is lost, as it were, in a boundless ocean ; 

when we are delighted in endless variety ; charmed with celestial 
glories, which call forth the sublime emotions of admiration and 
astonishment. By the possession of divine knowledge we are 
unspeakably dignified; we never can over value it. But had 
not Christ died; where would have been the great and precious 
promises and doctrines which instrumentally cleanse from all fil- 
thiness of the flesh and spirit? Had not Christ died, there 
would be no truth or certainty in them ; they would never have 
been declared to us; our faith in them would be in vain. His 
death is the great theme of them all. But for his death there 
would not be a word of truth in the great doctrines of the love 
and mercy of God through the redemption that is in Christ Je- 
sus, the pardon of sin and the acceptance of the sinner. The 

whole gospel would be a falsehood from beginning to end. But 
though these doctrines and promises are all yea and amen, in 
Christ Jesus,—-absolute truth and certainty; yet if disbelieved 
and spurned away from us they can have no such effect. There- 
fore— 

4th. The instrument of sanctification, on our part, namely, 

Faith, receives the purifying influence and virtue of the blood of 
Christ, as these are exhibited to us in the doctrines and promises 
of the gospel. The gospel, exhibiting this blood to us, can do 
us no good, if not received. ‘ This is eternai life, to know thee 

the only true God.” “If ye believe not I am he, ye shall die in 

yoursins. Purifying their hearts by faith—‘ We purify our souls 
in obeying the truth through the Spirit.” 1 Pet. ii. 20. Unbe- 
lievers and unclean are the same. (Pet. ii. 15.) This work, of- 

fice, or use of faith, in cleansing the soul, comprehends in it the 

following particulars. 1. A deep view, and due consideration of 
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the blood of Christ, as set forth m the promises of the gospel, 
for our parification: ‘‘ Look unto me, and be ye saved.” Is. xlv. 
22. As the serpent was lifted up, so was Christ on his cress. 
John iii. 14; and the just operation of faith is to contemplate 
him as thus lifted up. 

2. Faith actually relies on the truth and faithfulness of God 
for accomplishing his great work of cleansing the soul for which 
Christ’s blood is set forth. The believer actually relies on Christ, 
as made of God unto him, through faith in his blood, sanctifi- 
cation. ‘The apostle (Heb. xi. 13, 14) aims to establish this be- 
lieving reliance on the blood of Christ for the purgation of the 
conscience, and friendly encouragement to draw nigh in the full 
assurance of faith. This reliance or acquiesence frees from 
shame and dismay, and gives boldness in the presence of God. 

3. Faith in this, as in all its actings upon the promises, work~- 
eth by fervent prayer. For these things God will be sought unto 
by the house of Israel. ‘To this we are directed. Heb. iv. 15, 16. 
By this the soul brings itself nigh unto its own mercies. Faith, 
through viewing and receiving the purifying virtue of the blood 
of Christ, and contmually cleaving unto him, restores our nature 
to the image of God. By the operations of this grace, defiling: 
lusts and corruptions are mortified and gradually eradicated.— 
For faitlr is the means of abiding in him alone, on whom all sup- 
plies of the Spirit depend. Jobn xv. 3—5. Faith again takes in 
a view of all the motives which the Spirit of God addresses to 
us to excite to the diligent use of all appomted means for cleans- 
ing away remaining pollutions. Faith derives mighty arguments 
from the cross of Christ against sin and in favour of holiness.— 
Can you enter into the Spirit of this great truth, that Christ 
loved you even unto death, and not catch fire at the thought! 
and not be compelled to cry out, O sin, an abominable thing 
thou art! Othe height, the breadth and length of the love of 
God! What shall I render to my God for all his gifts to me.— 
Faith, moreover, so lays hold of the promises of God as to urge 
and press the soul to constant endeavours after holiness. 2 Cor. 
vii. 1. Especially the promise and hope of future glory becomes 
in the hand of faith an irresistible motive to the study of holi- 
ness. | Jonn iii. 1. 

4th. Christ is the exemplary cause of holiness. God hath pre- 
destinated his people to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
to the purity of his nature, the glory of his graces, the innocence 

and usefulness of his life. Example is an admirable and effectual 
mode of instruction. Christ isa perfect example; and this was 
one end for which he came into the world, to give his followers 
an exhibition, in his own life, of all that holiness which is required 
of them. There is a peculiar force in the example of Christ above 
every other; for all he was and did on earth, he was and did it, 
not for his ownsake, but fromlove to us, He lived, and acted, 
ond died for us: and when dying, he bequeathed to us the noble 
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patrimony of his example. - We reap the benefit of all he was, 
did and suffered; and should not all these considerations move 
us to run with patience the race that is set before us, looking un- 
to Jesus, our heavenly pattern, and treading closely in his glori- 
ous footsteps. 

[To be Continued. | 





had 
Selections. 
'HE WISDOM OF GOD, AS DISPLAYED IN THE WORK OF 
REDEMPTION. 


[Concluded from page 383.] 


4. The wisdom of God inthe redemption of man, may be in- 
ferred from the admirable suitableness and transcendent value 
of the blessings comprehended in it. 

In nature and number, these blessings are admirably accommo- 
dated tothe circumstances and exigencies of mankind. Men 
are guilty, and here is pardon ;—they are at variance with Him 
whose displeasure is death and destruction, here is peace by the 
blood of the Redemer’s cross ;—they are involved in darkness 
and ignorance, here are illumination and instruction ;—they are 
polluted, here is purification;—they are in bondage, here is a 
liberty better than life ;—they are liable to affliction and sorrow, 
here are sympathy and consolation ;—they are “ poor and mise- 
rable, and wretched, and blind, and naked,” here are “ treasures 
which wax not old,” here is an inheritance that will never fade. 
“Ye are complete in Christ Jesus” Through him “all things 
are yours,” 

From what has been said it appears that the blessings procur- 
ed for us, by the Captain of salvation, are characterized by their 
admirable adaptation to our circumstances and necessities, They 
are characterized also by their transcendent value, for they arc 
‘more excellent and glorious than mountains of prey.” The 
happiness to which men will be elevated by the redemption of 
Christ, will be greater than would have been their felicity, even 
if their common progenitor had never fallen, and if sin and mi- 
sery had never existed. ‘‘ Not as the offence, so ig the free gift.”’ 
it may perhaps be the consequence of sinful imperfection, but 
it is certainly the law of our nature, that our most exquisite joys 
originate in deliverance from evils felt or feared. He who has 
never known solicitude or sorrow, has never experienced anv 
emotion of surpassing and abiding pleasure; and it cannot be 
doubted, that the consideration of the evils from which they 
were ransomed, will add a mighty accession to the enjoyment of 
the blessed in heaven. 

It deserves also to be remarked, that the obedience of the Son 
of God, on the ground of which the saints are exalted to life 
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eternal, is infinitely more meritorious than would have beer 
the unfailing obedience of the first Adam; and it is but reason- 
able to conclude, that it will raise those to whom it is imputed, 
to a higher elevation in glory. Inconsequence of redemption, 
men have more instructive and illustrious displays than they 
could otherwise have had, of the character and excellencies of 
God; they are made more sensible of their dependance upon 
him ;—they are brought into a state of more intimate union with 
him, fora divine person wears their nature, and “ in their flesh 
they shall see God ;” and each of these circumstances and con- 
siderations will have a mighty influence in augmenting their eter- 
nal joy. Now, since such are the admirable suitableness and su- 
perlative excellence of the blessings of salvation, who can with- 
hold his admiration and his gratitude from that wisdom which 
has provided blessings so appropriate and precious, which con- 
ducts to a glory so inconceivably great, which renders even the 
fall of man conducive to his higher exaltation, and makes his 
misery itself the means of increasing his happiness ! 

5. Divine wisdom may be inferred from the glory which the 
plan of redemption retlects on the character, and the display 
which it affords of the perfections of God.—It will probably be 
admitted, that the more instructive the display which any of the 
works of God affords of his attributes, the more accurate and 
refulgent the image which it reflects of his character, the more 
excellent and glorious is it to be accounted. ‘Tried by this crite- 
rion, the work of redemption is “the chief of the ways of God ;” 
for here the perfections of his nature shine with most resplendent 
lustre, and here are displayed perfections which are scarcely, if 
at all discernible in any other department of bis works. Accor- 
dingly, the song of the heavenly host who announced the Sa- 
viour’s birth over the plains of Bethlehem, was “ glory to God 
in the highest, as well as peace on earth, and good-will towards 
men.” 

Almost all the divine perfections of which we have any know- 
ledge, are in some way manifested in the work of redemption ; 
and to trace this manifestation, would be an employment both in- 
teresting and instructive.—Instead of entering on a field of con- 
templation so extensive, I shall content myself with adverting to 
the display which it furnishes of his holiness and justice on the 
one band, and of his goodness and mercy onthe other. These 
constitute what are called his moral attributes; and I select 
them, because it is in the character of God as in that of created 
intelligencies,—his moral attributes form, as it were, the crown- 
img excellencies of hisnature. In them resides “the glory that 
excelleth;’ and unless his other attributes were regulated in 
their operarions by his moral perfections, they could not be the 
objects of our devout aud unfeigned adoration, I select the dis- 

lay afforded in redemption of these attributes for another rea- 
aon, and that is, hecause their requirements in reference to our 
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rebellious race might seem at irreconcileable opposition and eter- 
nal variance. 

It is true, indeed, that there cannot be the slightest discord 
among the divine perfections, and that the dispositions and mo- 
ral attributes of God are to be conceived of, not as separable or 
repugnant, but rather as one grand and harmonious impulse to- 
wards what is best inthe whole. It is also true, however, that 
in order to form an intelligible or instructive idea of his character, 
it is necessary for us to contemplate his attributes apart, and it is 
farther true, that when we think of the measures which his jus- 
tice and mercy would prompt with regard to his apostate crea- 
tures, we naturally conceive of his justice as demanding our 
punishment, and of his mercy as inclining him to spare and to 
forgive. Perhaps we may form the most accurate idea on the 
subject, by considering the contest between the principles of 
compassion on the one hand, and a sense of justice or duty on 
the other, which is experienced by a humane judge in pronounc- 
ing death on an incorrigible offender, or by an affectionate parent 
when inflicting the requisite chastisement on the child of his love. 
In so far as human can represent divine things, we are ied to con- 
ceive of the justice and mercy of God, as operating in a manner 
somewhat analogous. How amazing, then, the resources of that 
wisdom which contrived a plan, by which the mercy of God 
might not only be exercised in consistency with his justice, but 
by which each might be more signally displayed than in any 
other dispensation! Such, however, is the stupendous plan of 
our redemption by the incarnation and death of God’s Son. 

In this scheme we see the justice and holiness of God more 
impressively manifested, than they are either in conferring re- 
wards on the obedient, or in inflicting punishment on the guilty ; 
for here we.see the “one Law-giver” obeying the precept, and 
bearing the penalty of his own law. in order to “magnify it and 
make it honorable.” ‘Jesus Christ, God hath set forth to bea 
propitiation, through faith in bis blood, to declare his righteous- 
ness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbear- 
ance of God ;—to declare, I say, at this ttme his righteousness, 
that he might be just, and the justifier of him who believeth in 
Jesus.” In this scheme, also, we seea richer revenue of glory 
redounding to the divine goodness, than accrues from any other 
arrangement ; for we see the Most High, not only conferring 
heaven and immortality, but, what is far more wonderful, “ de- 
livering up his own Son to death for us all,”—*‘ that in the ages 
to come, he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace, in his 
kindoess towards us, through Christ Jesus.” What aggrandises 
the wisdom of this arrangement is, that, while each of these 
perfections whose claim seemed so incompatible, is most signally 
displayed, they are displayed with the most perfect accordance, 
with the most illustrious harmony. ‘ Mercy and truth are met 
together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.” 
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6. Let us advert, finally, to the provision made to discounte- 
nance sin, and encourage holiness. 

When intellectual power and moral excellence are disjoined, 
when knowledge and ingenuity are severed from holiness and 
goodness, the separation appears to us most unnatural and repul- 
sive; and if, in the scheme of grace, the slightest encourage- 
ment were given to sin, the scheme, however admirably con- 
trived in other respects, would appear utterly unworthy of its 
divine Author. So far from being chargeable with any such defi- 
ciency, it provides for deliverance from sin, as well as from 
misery, its object is to restore to purity as well as to happiness : 
and not only so, but the means employed to deliver from misery, 
furnish the most powerful motives to avoid and abhor sin, and to 
abound in holiness. 

Did we wish to check the march of the sinner, hurrying impetu- 
ously along in the career of iniquity, what are the arguments we 
should employ! We should probably remind him of the sane- 
tions and terrors of the ‘“‘ fiery law ;”—we should tell him to look 
up and behold the Almighty Ruler frowning on the ungodly, and 
grasping in his hand the thunderbolts “ winged with red lightning 
and impetuous rage ;’’ we should endeavour to exhibit ‘“ hell 
naked, and destruction unveiled.” These appalling considera- 
tions may well muke the stoutest heart “to meditate terror ;” 
they are fitted, however, to inspire a dread, rather than a dislike 
of sin, and they sannot kindle a love of holiness. Where then 
shall we find engines that willreach the more generous principles 
of the nature of man, that will move his hope, his gratitude, 
and his love? After directing him to the thunders of Sinai and 
the flames of hell, let us shew him, in contrast with these terrific 
objects, Jesus of Nazareth “ going about doing good ;” instruct- 
ing and consoling the poor and the afflicted ,—meeting with in- 
sult and provecation, yet persevering indefatigably in bis “ la- 
bours of love.” If his feelings are not moved at this spectacle, 
let us conduct him to a yet more impressive scene ; let as shew 
him this most benevolent Instructor, stretched on the cold grouad, 
bleeding at every pore under the presure of an invisible and 
unutterable woe :—let us lead him to viewthe perfidy of one 
disciple, and the desertion of the rest,—the bitter insults of the 
trial, and the racking tortures of the crucifixion :—let us bid him 
weigh the import of the agonising cry. ‘‘ My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me!"—let us tell him, in addition, that he 
who endured all these sufferings was the Son of God, and that 
they were all endured from love to him, and to redeem him from 
sin and death. Surely we have now told him what may well 
melt the most rugged heart into tenderness, and penitence and 
love; surely, when he “looks at him whom he has pierced, he 
will mourn for his sin, as one that mourneth for a first-born.” 

These salutary impressions will certainly not be produced in 
a permanent form, without the influence of the Divine Spirit ;— 
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but it is equally certain, that these are the considerations, by the 
instrumentality of which the divine Spirit produces these im- 
pressions. Such, too, are the simplicity, the depth and efficiency 
of the divine contrivance, that it is the faith of the same facts, 
which not only prevails on the sinner at first to abandon the paths 
of sin, and then enter on the way of holiness, but which imparts 
an impulse to all his future movements, which sustains him under 
his multifarious discouragements, and which instigates him to. 
advance from stage to stage in his journey, till he arrives at the 
regions of perfet purity and imperishable glory. How wonder- 
ful then that wisdom which formed the scheme by which so 
many beneficial purposes are gained, by which the perfections 
of God are glorified, and his love magnitiedy—by which sinners 
are saved, while sin is discountenanced ;—by which motives the 
most powerful are furnished to every good work ;—by which the 
empire of Satan is overthrown ;—and by ‘which new objects of 
admiration, and new excitements to praise, are provided for the 
principalities and powers in heaven. How obviously do the 
grandeur ne, wae caged of the ends indicate a divine contriver ; 
and how far does this wisdom transcend the paltry plans of men! 
it would not be difficult to alduce various additional particu- 
lars, illustrative of the divine wisdom as manifested in our re- 
demption. It is necessary, however, to bring the present essay 
to a close; but it would be improper te do this, without remark-. 
ing that the subject suggests a melancholy proof of the blind- 
ness of the men of the world. In the scheme of grace, the, 
Most Migh “ has abounded toward us inali wisdom and prudence.” 
In this scheme, he has unfolded new views of his character to 
those glorious intelligences who excel instrength and knowledge, 
and whose privilege it has been from the first of time to encircle 
his throne, to behold his face, and study his works. The mys- 
tery of the redemption of the world is revealed, “to the in- 
tent, that now, unto the principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of 
God.” In this plan he has displayed most gloriously, not only 
his manifold wisdom, but his other exce!lencies,—his inflexible 
justice and immaculate holiness,—‘ the exceeding riches of bis 
grace, and the exceeding greatuess of his power.”’ Who, indeed, 
can contemplate the leading facts and objects exhibited in the 
history of our redemption ; the fall, the corruption, the jutifica- 
tion and sanctification, the death, resurrection, and eternal hap- 
piness of man; the divinity, the incarnation, the sacrifice, the 
exaltation and administration of the Saviour; the personality 
and operations of the Holy Spirit ;—who can conte smplate these 
facts and objects, without perceiving at a single glance, that the 
scheme of redemption possesses an ineffable, and mysterious 
grandeur, such as eclipses tic lustre of all other subjects of in- 
investigation, and throws into darkness the most splendid disco- 
veries of human science! How blind. then, must thev be, who 
Vou. 1. a) 
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see not this grandeur, to whom the invaluable blessings of sai- 
vation present no charms or attractions, and who see no ‘ beauty 
or comeliness” inthat divine Comforter, whois “the chief among 
ten thousand, and altogether lovely!’ How painful the thought, 
that this blindness is chargeable on such multitudes of our race, 
and that it leads to consequenses inconceivably disastrous !— 
‘If our gospel be hid, it is hid tothem that are lost,—that are 
self-destroyed: in whom the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto 
them.” 

If such be the danger connected with ignorance on this sub- 
ject, how solicitous should we be to obtain enlarged and correct 
views respecting it! Even ‘the naturalman” may be able to 
recognize indications of divine wisdom in the plan of redemption, 
and in the admirable adaptation which it exhibits of means to 
ends, and causes to effects; for with regard to this subject, as 
with regard to other subjects in religion, there is a knowledge 
that is speculative and unproductive, as well as a knowledge 
that is practical and influential. In order, howeger, that the 
divine wisdom in this scheme be rightly, it must be spiritually 
discerned. That knowledge of it which implies a perception 
of the moral principles which it embodies, and of the divine 
perfections which it developes, and which alone will exert a 
transforming influence on our character, is an acquirement, the 
result of supernatural illumination. In this spiritual knowledge 
we may make advances to all eternity ; for it may be said of the 
wisdom of God, as of the love of Christ exhibited in our salva- 
tion, that it “ passeth knowledge,” that its length and breadth, 
and depth and height, transcend all culculation. And yet alt 
saints should be incessantly imploring from above, the powers 
of spiritual perception, that they may grow in the knowledge 
of it. 

. To induce us toseck this knowledge, and to grow in it, let us 
once more consider its superlative value. It is the “ principle 
thing ;” the “ one thing needful.” If angels, who need not a 


Redeemer, bend from their thrones to look into the mysteries of 


redemption, shall we, who have personal and ineffable interest in 
them, regard them with contemptuous indifference! O let us 
consider, that in comparison with a spiritual and saving discern- 
ment of the things of God, all human knowledge, all terrestrial 
distinctions and advantages, are utterly worthless. What though 
we possessed all the “riches of the world and allitsrule, one 
empire ;” though we knew all the mysteries of material nature, 
the ‘‘secrets of the deep and the etherial powers ;” though we 
could enter into the “treasures of the snow, and survey the 
magazines of hail reserved against the day of battle and war;”’ 
what though we had found out the method of making the thun- 
ders roll, and the forked lightenings play innocuons over our 
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dwellings; though we had invented the art of flying on the 
wings of the wind over the tempestuous ocean ; though we could 
weigh the earth and measure the sun; though we could count 
the number of the stars that blaze in the visible hemisphere, and 
name them every one; though we could push our discoveries 
beyond the “ visible diurnal sphere,” and describe what “other 
planets circle other suns;” all these dazzling inventions and at- 
tainments, greater than were cver concentrated in one individual, 
would be happily exchanged for that knowledge, which, though 
“hid from the wise and prudent of the world, is revealed to ma- 
ny a babe,” even ‘the knowledge of Christ, and him crucified.” 
‘This is life eternal, to know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
hrist whom thou hast sent.” T. R. K. 


24+ 
STATE OF RELIGION IN THE CANADAS. 
{ Compiled from a Review, in the Ediuabargh Christian Instructor, of Letters 
from Upper Canada, which appear to have been written in 1823 or 4, by 
the Rev. WitLiam BELL, minister of the settlement, Perth, U. Canada. | 


Canada was conquered by the forces of Great-Britain from 
France, in the seven years’ war, and conlirmed to the former 
country at the peace of 1763. It then consisted of littie more 
than what is now termed the Lower Province, which is still All- 
ed with the descendants of the French settlers, and where the 
Roman Catholic religion is established by law. ‘The country of 
Canada is situated on the great river St. Lawrence, which has a 
course of about 2,000 miles, distinguished in the western part of 
it, by the most magnificent inland lakes and water fails. This 
river intersects the lower province nearly in the middle, and 
forms the boundary between the upper one and the American 
State of New-York; it falls into the Atlantic ocean opposite 
Cape Breton and Newfoundland. ‘The extent of Canada ma 
be about 1,500 miles in length, and 200 in breadth. Quebec, 
well known as the scene of the death of General Wolfe, thé ca- 
pital of the lower province, is about 400 miles from the ocean, 
upon the St. Lawrence. ‘Trois Rivieres is ninety miles higher 
up, and Montreal ninety miles still farther—a little above the lat- 
ter the upper province begins. [rom Quebec to Montreal, 180 
miles, the river is navigated by steam-boats of the most improv- 
ed and convenient description. 

The district contaming the new settlements formed within 
the last ten years, and those which are still to be marked out, 
lies to the northwest of the St. Lawrence, behind a line contigu- 
ous to the river, and occupying an extent parallel to it, nearly 
from where it issues from Lake Ontario, to a little above Mont- 
real. 

The country to the north of that part of the St. Lawrence, just 
mentioned, which has been measured off, and to which this work 
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particularly refers, comprehends a stretch of about eighty miles 
northward, and about sixty from east to west. The divisions or 
townships comprehend ten miles square each, and have the ad- 
vantage of running streams of various SIZes, as well as some 
fresh lakes. ‘The settlers have named the rivers from those they 
left at home. The Perth district has the Tay, and the Lanark 
one, the Clyde. 

In the year 1814 » the attention of the British government hav- 
ing been turned to the siream of em'gration, flowmg to the United 
States, a plan w: ile d to direct it to Canada. A free pass- 
age was oflere rf to those willing to emigrate to that colony—100 

cres to each family on their arrival, with implements and ra- 
rea for a limited time from the government store. The heads 
of families were to Geposte in the bands of the government 
agent, as a securiiy for porte rming the conditions, £16 for the 
husband, and £2 2s. for the wite ; but this money was to be re- 
paid them two years after they settled upon the lands. All chil- 
dreu under sixteen years of age to be carried free, and on attain- 
ing the age of twenty-one, to have 100 acres of land. 

In Scotland, about 700 persons, men, women and children, ac- 
cepted these liberal offers, and in June, 1815, embarked at Gree- 
nock in four transports for Canada. 

Some of these emigrants settled at Montreal, and others went 
over to the United States; these, of course, forfeited their de- 
posites. Part were settled eighty-four miles above Montreal, 
near the previous settlement of Glengary; the remainder, sixty 
families, proceeded sixty miles farther, and landed at Brockville, 


onthe river Here (hey remained till March, 1816, when they 
moved northware torty-tiwo miles, to the banks of Tay, in the 
township of Drummond. Jn their progress they bad to open a 


road for twenty miles through a forest. Some received their 
land, and settled on it at once; others settled in the town of 
Perth, where they received an acre each. 

The first settlers were connected with the four branches of 
the Presbyterians in Scotland, and were some time before they 
could agree about application for a minister; they at last, how- 
ever, petitioned the As-cciate [{Burgher] Presbytery ot Edin- 
burgh, and, in conseyuence of this, our author was ordained to 
the pastoral care of them, and saited from Leith in 1817, for that 
purpose. This settlenvent has continued to receive an annual 
accession of numbers under the patronage of government. 

Beckwith township or settlement, which is adjoining to the 
Drummond cr Perth one, on the east, was made in 1818, by a 
steady and persevering class of farmers from Perthshire, cate 
the direction of Mr. Robertson, and by an arrangement with Earl 
Bathurst. They paid their passage to Quebec, but were for- 
warded by government fromthence. They are succeeding well, 
being of good character and industrious habits. 
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Richmond, adjoining to the preceding, on the east, was also 
settled in the summer of 1818, principally by «discharged sol- 
diers, many of whom have done well here ; others proved indo- 
lent and careless. 

The settlement of Lanark, which lies exactly north of that of 
Drummond, was formed in 1820; also, that of Dalhousie, adjoin- 
ing to, and west of Lanark. 

The emigrants consisted of workmen, who were in distress by 
want of employment, trom Glasgow, Lanark, and other places 
adjacent. In consequence of a petition to government, aided 
by the revrescntations of Kirkman Finlay, Esq. and Lord Archi- 
bald Hamilton, they obtained assistance in money, and a grant of 
land; upwards of 900 individuals sailed for Quebec, and soon 
after 176 more, aided by a subscription for the purpose, followed 
them. ‘The Earl of Dalhousie, who was then commander of 
the forces in Canada, paid much attention to them, and forward- 
ed them to the intendcd settlements. 

In the spring of the following year, 1821, this settlement re- 
ceived a large accession, of nearly 1,900 persons, who sailed in 
four transports, and arrived safely. Great praise is due toa Com- 
mittee in Glasgow, of whom Mr. Robert Lamond was Secretary, 
who took charge of these last emigrants, and provided for their 
wants by the most judicious arrangements, both for the voyage, 


and their Janding in Canada. The assistance granted by gov-. 


ernment consisted of money, implements and land. 

In 1821, the townships of North Sherbrooke and Ramsay were 
added for the benefit of these settlers, being contiguous to Lan- 
ark and Dalhousie, and the whole are now making rapid progress 
in cultivation. 

The settlements mentioned, are all in the county of Carlton, 
(betwixt which, and the St. Lawrence, is the county of Leeds. 
along its banks,) which contains about twenty townships, gene- 
rally ten miles square. ‘T'welve of these are already partly set- 
tled, and the rest wil! be located as soon as a sufficient number 
of emigrants arrive. This county, besides a fertile and well- 
watered soil, possesses many local advantages, by the rivers 
which bound and intersect it. 

Such is a general sketch of the district lately settled from 
Scotland. We shall now proceed to give a view of the religious 
condition of the different statious. 

‘““New'countries are generally settled by adventurers, with 
whom religion is not a primary consideration. Pious persons 
are seldom found willing to break off their former connexions, 
and forsake the land where both they and their fathers have wor- 
shipped God. Persons coming from a country where religious 
institutions are observed, into one where they are neglected, un- 
less they have known something of the power of godliness, will 
feel themselves set free from restraints which were far from he- 
ing pleasant. They will find the profanation of the Sabbath, and 
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the neglect of religion, quite congenial to their unrenewed 
minds ; and if this is the case when they first settle in the woods, 
what can we expect when they have lived a number of years 
without religious instruction? May we not expect that depraved 
passions will be mdulged, that vices will be practiced with avidi- 
ty, and that the future world will be neglected amidst the clam- 
orous demands of the present? ‘This we find to be actually the 
case in the back woods of America. [tts true, there are few 
new colonies in Which some persons are not to be found who feel 
the power of religion, but even they discover bow soon evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners. Protussine Christians them- 
selves, when they are placed where no Sabbaiis are observed, 
and no religious ordinances administered, soon hecome lamenta- 
bly deficient in the discharge of Christian duties. 

Though religionin Canada ts at a low ebb, it is evidently up- 
onthe advance; and when the want of faithful labourers in dif- 
ferent parts of the country is supplied, by the blessing of God, 
we may expect a great reformation to take place. The people 
are not so destitute of speculative knowledge, as of moral habits 
and religious principle. I have met with many of the old set- 
tlers, who have lived from twenty to forty years in the country, 
and who could talk fluently, and even correctly, in praise of re- 
ligion, and yet they would drink, swear, profane the Sabbath, and 
neglect the duties of religion, as much as the most ignorant of 
their netehbours. Occasional instruction will not suffice: there 
must be line upon line, and precept upor: precept, before we can 
expect to see vice wither and religion flourish. Professing 
Christians must be collected into congregations, and superin- ~ 
tended by pious, active and faithful ministers. But how is this 
to be effected? The people are neither able nor willing to sup- 
port ministers at their own expense, and there is no provision of 
a general nature made for them, either by public authority or 
private exertions. The few ministers that are here are making 
every efiort to disseminate the good seed of the word; but what 
are they in such en extensive country? A hundred, or even 
two hundred ministers, might find ample employment in Upper 
Canada, had they the means of support. Previous to the late 
war, the number of ministers, of all denominations, was very 
small. Since 1815they have greatly increased. 

The church of England claims an establishment here, and 
meets with a decided preference from the members of govern- 
ment. The bishop of Quebec has the oversight of all the infe- 
rior clergy in both provinces. Al! the ministers belonging to that 
communion, in the two provinces, are missionaries from the So- 
ciety for the propogation of the Gospel, and receive their sala- 
ries from the funds of that institution. You will be able to form 
a tolerably correct idea of the extent of their congregations, from 
the following extract from the Society's Report for the veag 1821, 
which is the latest [ have at hand 
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“< Lower Canapa.—At fifteen stations there are fifteen mis- 
sionaries: One has £215 ;* thirteen have £200 each, and one 
£100. The visiting missionary (Hon. and Rev. Dr. Stewart) 
has £300 per annum. Marriages 87—baptisms 266—commu- 
nicants 210—burials 57. 

‘Upper Canapa.—At seventeen stations there are seventeen 
missionaries : Of whom, one at York has £275 sterling per an- 
num, fifteen have £200 each, and one £50. The missionary at 
Ancaster has £520 in addition, as visitor to the Indians; and 
there is a schoolmaster to the Mohawks at £30, and a catechist 
at £10 per annum. Marriages 118—baptisms 348—communi- 
cants 118—burials 57,’ ” 

« The Presbyterian church in Canada adheres to the doctrine, 
discipline and mode of worship of the church of Scotland. In 
the lower province there is one presbytery, but it has not, of 
late, held any regular meetings. In the upper province there 
are three presbyteries, which meet in general synod once a-year. 
The number of the congregations in the lower province, with 
which I am acquainted, is eight; namely, one in Quebec, which 
has been established many years, and is both numerous and re- 
spectable. ‘The Rev. Dr. Sparks, their former minister, died in 
1818. The’ Rev. Dr. Harkness, their present pastor, has been 
settled among them about four years. ‘T'wo in Montreal, the one 
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Sommerville, the other 
under that of the Rev. Mr. Easton. They have both been es-. 
tablished a good number of years, but how many I have not 
learned. These three have all large and commodious churches, 
and support their ministers both respectably and comiortably.— 
St. Andrew’s, on the Ottawa, forty-five miles above Montreal, of 
which the Rev. Mr. Henderson is minister. ‘The Rev. Mr. Tay- 
lor, formerly of Stenhouse, came out with me in 1817, as the 
minister of this congregation, but did not fix his residence among 
them. Mr. Henderson, their present pastor, (formerly of Car- 
lisle,) came out in the following year, and has laboured success- 
fully among them ever since. The congregation meets in the 
school-house in the village, till a more commodious place of 
worship can be erected. At La Chine, nine miles above Mont- 
real, a congregation was collected in 1817, by the labours of Mr. 
Kirkland, a young man who arrived in that year from Ireland.— 
A regular call being presented to the presbytery, they, in July, 
1818, ordained him to the pastoral charge. Mr. Kirkland, how- 
ever, in the following year, not finding his prospects so encour- 
aging as he expected they would be, left La Chine and went 
over to the United States. In 1821, the Rev. Mr. Brunton, for- 
merly of Aberdeen, preached some time at La Chine; but I 
hear he has left it, so that the congregation is again vacant.— 
No church had been built: the congregation met in the school- 


* £1 of this curreney, is equal to $4. 
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house. In 1817, asmall congregation was collected at River du 
Chine, about thirty miles above Montreal. Mr. Andrew Glen 
was ordained their pastor, and laboured among them about two 
years; but, meeting with discouragements, he left them, and 
went to Terre-bonne, twenty miles from Montreal, where he taught 
the government school two or three years. By his preaching on 
Sabbath days he collected a small congregation; but as he left 
the place in 1822, they have had no pastor since that date. At 
Chambly, sixteen miles east from Montreal, since 1817, a preach- 
er has sometimes officiated for a short time, but the congrega- 
tion has never been regularly organized, or joined in church-fel- 
lof¥ship. At present it has no supply of preaching. 


“*In Lower Canada, (except in Quebec and Montreal) Pro- 
testant congregations are very small; a vast majority of the peo- 
ple being Roman Catholics. Hence ministers cannot be sup- 
ported by the people, and are soon forced to relinquish their 
charge. O that some of your missionary societies, that have 
done so much for the heathen, would do something for this 
country! Here are thousands of nominal Christians, who will 
do little or nothing to provide religious instruction for them- 


selves or their children, who might yet be reclaimed by the 


friendly assistance of others. A few faithful ministers are mak- 
ing every exertion in their power, but they are unsupported by 
any missionary or other society, and have to devote great part 


of their time to the teaching of schools, to obtain the means of 


support. 


«Tn the Upper Province there are eighteen ministers, and 
thirty congregations. Some of the latter, it is true, are in an 
infant state, but so were the greatest in the world at their first 
commencement. ‘The province is capable of supporting a nume- 
rous population ; and I trust the day is not far distant, when the 
handful of corn, which is now scattering over its barren surface, 
shall shake, with prosperous fruit, like the cedars of Lebanon.— 
In giving an outline of their history, [I shall observe no other 
method than merely to begin at the lower part of the province, 
and go over them in succession. The first four are all in Glen- 
gary, and are at the distance of from sixty to seventy miles above 
Montreal. The most northerly of these is Lochiel.” ’ 


We shall now shortly enumerate these thirty congregations. 


1, Lochiel, 30 miles north of the St. Lawrence, inhabited by 
Scottish Highlanders; a new and commodious church—Rey. 
Mr. M’Laren, who preaches in Gaelic and English. 2. Wil- 
liamstown on Glengary—Mr. M’Kenzie preaches Gaelic. 3. Ri- 
ver Raisin—also supplied by the Rev. Mr. M’Kenzic. 4. M’Mar- 
tin’s Mills in Glengary, six miles from Williamstown; a large 
congregation—Rev. Mr. Fletcher; he preaches both in Gaelic 
and English. 5. Laneaster, on the St. Lawrence. six miles 
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above Montreal—no regular minister. 6. Cornwall, on the St. 
Lawrence, twenty miles higher up—Rev. Mr. Johnstone.— 
7. Osnabruck, thirteen miles above Cornwall—supplied by Mr. 
Johnstone. 8. Williamsburg—also supplied by Mr Johnstone. 
9, Matilda; a place of worship, but no regular minister.— 
10. Prescott, on the St. Lawrence; a rising place; a handsome 
church—-Rev. Mr. Boyd, minister. 11. Brockville, on the St. 
Lawrence ; a considerable town, capital of the county of Leeds; a 
large church has been erected—Rev. Mr. Smart is the minister. 
12. Perth, the scene of the author’s labours, as already men- 
tioned; he came out here in consequence of an application for a 
minister, to the Associate Prebytery of Edinburgh, by whom, 
agreeably to the proposal of Drs. Hall and Peddie, the commis- 
sioners for the applicants, he was ordained the minister of the 
petitioners, and others who might afterwards place themselves 
under his direction. On the 21ist June, he reached Brockville, 
and in a few days after, arrived at Perth, on the following Sab- 
bath preached in a large room inthe inn. He gives an interest- 
ing account of the difficultics he met with, in entering on his 
pastoral office, and forming a church. He was grieved to find 
so much carelessness and vice among many, but on the other 
hand, encouraged by the Christian character displayed by others. 
For two months he devoted himself to regular preaching, andto 
the pastoral visitation of the families—a most fatiguing business 
in a new settlement where he had to wade through swamps and 
bushes, and climb over rocks and fallen timber, under a burning 
sun, and surrounded with clouds of musquitoes. He at last or- 
ganized achurch, and administered the sacrament, for the first 
time, to thirty-eight communicants. ‘Two elders who had been 
ordained at home, assisted. In June 1823, the church members 
amounted to 270, and up to that date he had baptized 350 chil- 
dren, and celebrated 115 marriages. Besides preaching in va- 
rious places, he visited and examined the congregation once a 
year, and has now six elders. A church was built and opened in 
August 1819, capable of containing the ordinary congregation.— 
The author mentions an unfair attempt made by some persons, 
whose immoral conduct had subjected them to refusal of church 
privileges, to induce the Governor to deprive the settlers of the 
church, because they belonged to the Secession of Scotland.— 
This interference induced the author to write to the Secretary 
of the Governor, a copy of which letter he gives, and in which 
he details all the circumstances which led him to come out, and 
all that had happened subsequently, along with these. He men- 
tions that he was recommended to Earl Bathurst, (Secretary of 
the Colonies) not only by the Presbytery, but by the Lord Ad- 
vocate of Scotland, and Lord Viscount Melville, who gave him 
a letter to the Lieut. Governor of Upper Canada, with orders for 
the payment of the salary that had been promised. Since send- 
ing this statement, he has heard nothing more of the opposition. 
Von. 1. 56 
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13. Lanark, supplied partly by the author, and partly by aj Mr 
Gemmill, who hadcome out asa settler. They were expecting a 
minister from Scotland, and were building a stone church, witha 
subscription made in Scotland. Lanark stands in aromantic 
situation on the vanks of the Clyde, fourteen miles northwest 
from Perth. 14. Beckwith, settled from Perthshire in Scotland, 
supplied by the author for a time—now by Mr. Buchanan, who 
was sent out, and preaches in Gaelic and English, twenty miles 
from Perth. 15. Richmond, thirty-one miles from Perth—Mr. 
Glen teaches a school, and preaches. 16. Kingston, two con- 
gregations—the first supplied by Mr. Barclay, who arrived in 
1822. ‘There is a handsome stone church, the settlers chiefly 
Scotch emigrants. 17. The second congregation of Presbyte- 
rians, chiefly of persons from the United States, to which it is 
quite contiguous. There isno minister yet, though a church is 
built. 18, 19, 20. Ernest Town, I'redericksburg, and another 
under Mr. M’Dowall. Other miisters are expected, as the dis- 
trict is well peopled. 21. Haldemand, near Kingston—no min- 
ister yet. 22. Markham—Mr. Jenkins. 23. York—Mr. Harris 
from Ireland; achurchis built. 24, 25, and 26. Yonge Street, 
Dundas Street, and Esquising* congregations are formed, but 
no minister yet. 27. Niagara; the congregation was formed 
some years before the last war with America; the church was 
burnt by the enemy during the contest; Mr. Burns the minister 
died in 1822, and there is nowa Mr. Johnstone from Ireland.t 
28. Stamford, higher up the Niagara——Mr. Wright, pastor.{— 
29. St. Catharines—Mr. Eastman. 30. The Talbot settlement 
—NMr. Schemerhorne, formerly of the Dutch Reformed church. 
Such is a catalogue of the Presbyterian congregations in Up- 


per Canada, from which it appears that there is a great want of 
ministers. 


* At Esquising the congregation has formally disowned any connexion with 
the Presbytery of the Canadas, and though they have not placed themselves under 
the care of any religious body, they, together with the congregation in Dun- 
das-Street, have been supplied for neariy two years by the Rev, Winn1aMm 
KinG, from the United Secession church in Ireland. His labours have been 
very acceptable and useful to these people, and to many in the adjacent towns, 
to which he has made frequent excursions. Each of these places are at pre- 
sent capable oi supporting a minister, and it wants nothing but able and per- 
severing labourers to raise up numerous congregations in this interesting 
region of country. 

+ Mr. Johnstone left Niagara in the fall of 1824. The congregation applied 
to the church of Scotland for a minister, but have not as yet received one. 

} Mr. Wright is since dead. After his decease this congregation, together 
with Thorold, on the Chippewa, put themselves under the eare of the Associ- 
ate church in the United States, and have been supplied by the Presbytery of 
Cambridge, in the State of New-York. They have forwarded a petition to 
said Presbytery for a Moderation, which came too late for last meeting.— 
Another congregation was formed at Dumiries,in connexion with the Associate 
church, by Messrs. Bevermpcr and Hanna, who were sent on a mission 
te that country in the summer of 1822. fEd. Rel, Mon 
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The author adds to this list, the following information : 


“ The first presbytery ever held in this province met in 1818, 
and was named the Presbytery of the Canadas, as there were 
some of the members from both provinces. The standards of 
the Church of Scotland were recognised as the basis of their 
union, and have been acted upon ever since.* At the first meet- 
ing of this presbytery, there were only four ministers present, but 
they soon after received so great an accession to their number, 
that it was deemed advisable to divide themselves into two or 
more presbyteries, not on account of their number, but on ac- 
count of their distance, that all the members might have it in 
their power to attend the meetings, which had hitherto been im- 
possible, on account of the great distance they had to travel.— 
It was accordingly resolved, at a meeting held in Glengary, about 
the end of 1819, that those in the lower province should be left 
to form a presbytery by themselves, and that those in the upper 
province should form threc presbyteries. The first to meet at 
Corawall, the second at Brockville or Perth, and the third at 
York or Niagara; and that the whole should form a General Sy- 
nod to meet once a-year. These meetings have not been so te- 
gularly attended as could be wished, but this is not at all won- 
derful, when the immense distance of the members from one ano- 
ther, and the badness of the roads, are taken into account.— 
The Presbytery of Cornwall, I think, has had two meetings, that. 
of York and Niagara only one. The Presbytery of Brockville 
and Perth have had a meeting once every three months, and to 
them applications for supply of sermon, &c. from the upper part 
of the province, have generally been made. The synod, up to 
June, '823, has had only three meetings. Four ministers in this, 
and three in the lower province, have not yet connected them- 
selves with the synod, and have taken no part in these proceedings. 


* Previous to this time, the ministers called Presbyterian in Canada, seem 
to have been nearly in the condition of missionaries from different religious 
bodies, having 2 nominal connexion with the the Established and Associate 
churches in Seotland and Ireland, and the Associate Reformed and Dutch 
Reformed in the United States; and some of them having no connexion with 
any church whatever. Being thus unconnected with, and having no con- 
troul over each other, there was no such thing as government among them,— 
This state of things was as unfavourable to morals among the ministers, as to 
religion among the people. and its effects in several instances have bees se- 
verely felt and deeply deplore by pious Presbyterians throughout the Pro- 
vinces. The very name of a Presbyterian minister, in many places, had 
begun to be regarded with suspicion and odium, What kind of a Presbytery 
could be formed out of such discordant materials as the Presbyterian ministers 
in Canada afforded, we cannot venture to say. Atall events, their union in 
a church court, ona foundation so truly excellent as the standards of the 
church of Scotland, and among whom there may be a few such able, pious 
and faithful men as the writer of these letters: appears to be, must, under the 
divine blessing, tend greatly to the advancement of religion in these hitherto 
zreatly neglected Provinces. [ Ed. Rel. Mon. 
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‘There are a few Methodist circuit preachers in cach of the 
provinces, but what is their number, or the amount of their con- 
gregations, I have not been informed. They are mostly from the 
American Conference, and on that account are preferred by their 
countrymen settled in the Canadas. For some years past they 
have had much disputing with the missionaries from the British 
Conference, but this probably arises more from the opposition of 
their political creeds, than from any difference in tieir religious 
sentiments. 

“ The Baptists have a few preachers settled in different parts 
of the province, but their congregations being too small to sup- 
port them, they live chietly by agriculture. 

: Catholics are nothing like so numerous in this as in the lower 
province; yet even here there is a considerable number, the 
greater part of them from Ireland. | know of at least six priests 
officiating in different stations, but it is probable there are more 
in the province. 

‘The country being extensive, is still far from being fully 
supplied with religious instruction; but a great proportion of the 
people, so far from being sensible of their wants, have a great 
aversion to those who do not think them every thing that is cle- 
ver and excellent. The last war bad a very injurious effect up- 
on the morals of the people—an effect which will be felt for ma- 
ny yearsto come. But the number of their instructors has been 
of late years greatly increased, and though there is still much to 
be effected, it is pleasing to observe, that the wilderness and the 
solitary places are beginning to be giad, and the desert to blos- 
som like the rose.” 


Since the work was published, the number of new settlers has 
much increased, and the subject of their spiritual destitution has 
given rise toa Society in this country which, was constituted in 
April last in Glasgow, under the direction of gentlemen of the 
first rank and respectability inthe west of Scotland, as mentioned 
in the June number of this publication.* 

The protessed object of it is “to promote the moral and reli- 
gious interests of the Scottish Colonists in British North Ameri- 

ca, by sending, or assisting to send out, Ministers, Catechists 
and § Schoolmasters, by donations of Bibles, and by such other 
means as to the Directors shall seem most expedient.” 

The Earl of Daihonsie is Patron of this institution, and as he 
has recently returned to Conada and is Captain General and Go- 
vernor in Chief over the British provinces and dependencies in 
North America, and has uniformly shown himself the friend of 
every sucn object, we may iairly anticipate the most favourable 
results from that new and benevolent institution. 

It is pleasing to contemplate the progress of circumstances 
which sensibly advance the comforts and conveniences of any 


* See page 205 of Religious Monitor. 
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portion of our countrymen in difficult and remote situations; but 
above all, itis gratifying to remark, that attentionto the spiritual 
necessities of the Canadian settlers has now been awakened, 
corresponding to that which has been shown to their temporal 
wants, and we therefore indulge the delightful anticipation that 
ere long, in every respect, this ‘‘ wilderness and solitary place 
shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.” 

Since this article was written, a new institation has been form- 
ed in London, for the purpose of promoting instruction im Cana- 
da, by schools and otherwise, at the head of which are the Duke 
of Sussex, Lord Bexley, and several other public spirited indi- 
viduals in the metropolis—assisted by Mr. Osgood, who came 
over from that country to solicit aid for this great object. ‘The 
number of emigrants still resorting to Canada, continues to be very 
great—as in a late statement it 1s mentioned that 3,000 chiefly 
Scotch and Irish, had recently passed Montreal, on their way to 
the upper province. 
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THE STATE OF THE JEWS. 

It appears from “ Jowett’s researches in Syria and the Holy Land,” a most 
interestiug work recently published; from the statements contained in ** The 
Jewish Expositor and Friend of Israel,” a monthly miscellany published in 
London ; from the communications of that wonderful Jewish missionary 
Wolf; from the letters and journals of the American missionaries in Palestine ; 
and from * Israel’s Advocate,” published in this country, by * The American 
Society for meliorating the condition of the Jews’”—from the concurrent tes- 
timony of all these varied sources of information, which we mention because 
they are so various, it appears that there is a great and unusually excited 
attention of ‘the Jews throughout the world, in regard to the subject of the 
Messiah’s advent; and that, in various places, there is a disposition, perhaps 


never witnessed before since the apostolic age, to hear the representations ot 


Christians in behalf of our Divine Saviour, and to listen to the evidence that 
he is the true and only Messiah. The conversions of Jews to the Christian 
faith, within a few years past, although not numerous, when compared with 
the whole number of that extraordinary people, yet are, we believe, conside- 
rably greater in amount, than they ever were, in the same period, since the 
first century of the Christian era—We, of course, speak here of voluntary and 
we hope sincere conversions ; for the compulsory measures used by the Papists, 


to make Jews appear to be Christians, when the whole effect was to make 


them hate Christianity the more, cannot be thought ef without grief and 
regret. Jn addition to all,there isan increasing interest taken by Christians 
generally, in behalf of the Jews, and a disposition to show them kindness, 
which has not been witnessed before for more than seventeen successive cen- 
turies—producing missions to the Jews, societies for their relief and their 
conversion, inquiries into their state in all countries,and various other measures 
to enlighten them, and to win them to the faith of the gospel. Putting all 
these circumstances together, we think that among the signs of the times, 
which indicate the approximation of the millennial age, the stateof the Jews 
may be reckoned one, without any just charge of extravagance or enthusiasm. 
And we have made this short statement, for the benefit of those who do not, 
and cannot, read the voluminous productions on this subject, which are now 
given to the publie.—Christian Adr. 
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LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY SCHOOLS. 


‘Lhe uusmber of children who are at present receiv ing instruction under ihe su- 
perintendence of the Society’s Missions, in the various parts of the world, so fax 
as the returns will enable us to make the enumeration, is nearly fourteen thou- 
sand; of whom those in the schools in the 





South Seas, amount to about 2,000 

East Indies, and Ultra Ganges, 8,500 

Africa, Madagascar, &c. 3,250 

Atsundry other stations, 7 150 

Total, 13,900 

‘The number of adults under scheo) instruction, chiefly i in the South Sea Isl- 
ands and in Africa, amounts to about 3000. . 


The adults and children under instruction at the cut stations of the South 
Sea Mission, in the various surrounding Islands, are not included in the above 
enumeration, no returns of their number having been as yet received. 


—>—— 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY FOR IRELAND. 
The total receipts of this Society for last year, amounted to £2,653 ($11,680.) 
Gratuitous assistance has been afforded to 534 schools. 


“The Committee have received information that in their schools there are 
22,256 adults, above the < age of fifteen years, in attendanee—62.993 scholars rea- 
ding the oe res—anc that the number of males and females in the schools is 
nearly equal. A large proportion of the adults consists of those who have been 
for some time attending the schools, and continue to do so, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving religious instruction. The Committee corroborate, by the experience of 
the past year, the testimonies which have been given in foviner Reports to the 
effects produced generally by Sunday school instruction. The disinterested zeal 
and perseverance manifested in gene:a] by the conductors and gratuitous teach- 
ers, have frequently produced their full effects on the children and their parents. 
The information diffused by means of lending libraries, and above al! the Scrip- 
tural instruction given in the schools, produce the most happy results. The 
Sabbath is applied to its peculiar and sanciifying occupations—public worship is 
more numerously and reverently attended, and the irreproachable conduct of the 
young people when they enter on the duties and responsibilities of mature life, 
and the comfort which they have received and communicated in times of afflic- 
tion, sickness and of death, have, in many instances, been the fruits of Sunday 
school instruction. 


—a>—— 


AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN 
MISSIONS. 


From the proceedings of this Board, it appears that the total receipts of all de- 
scriptions for the last year amount to $66,057, and the total unexpended funds of 
the board to nearly or quite $60,000. 


“ Between July 1, 1820, and Dec. 1, 1823, there were printed by the Ameri- 
can Missionaries at Bombay, for their own circulation, 2500 copies of each of 
the four Gospels ; 4000 copies of the Mahratta Schoci Book ; 41,980 Tracts, and 
380 circulars in referecce to the Mission. Total 56,360. Also 16,500 Tracts 
for the Bombay Committee of the British Society for promoting Christian Knowl- 
edge. They also procured the printing in Hindostance, of 5000 copies of the 
Tract entitled “* The Heaveniy Way,” at one of the native presses. Grand 
Total, 77,860; the cost of which was about $3000. A great part of the above 
publications were put into circulation within the above mentioned period; and 
probably all the remainder very soon after. 

At Malta, 23,650 copies of Tracts have been published; which, with those 
mentioned in the Report of 1824, make an aggregate of about 40,000. Two 
editions of Wilson’s Spelling Book have been printed, and the Pilgrim’s Pro- 
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gress, translated into Modern Greek. This last for the London Missionary So- 
ciety. Asecond press arrived at this station in October 1824. 

The Report concludes as follows :— 

* Notonly in Ceylon, but in most of the other Missions, there are striking 
proofs that the Gospel has been made the power of God and the wisdom of God 
to some who believe ; and in all the Missions there is abundant proof that the 
consciences of men are every where assailable with the same divine weapons ; 
and that where the same means are perseveringly used, there is reason to hope 
for the same blessed effects, as have been produced in many similar cases. Es- 
pecially is this the case, when these overtures of mercy to the heathen are made 
by men of prayer ; men who feel their dependence on God, and habitually look 
to him as the only source of the good to be hoped fiom the means of his own 
appointment. Such is the character, as the Committee feel justified in believing, 
of the Missionaries now representing their brethren abroad, and labouring to 
impart the blessings of eternal life to multitudes dead in sin. Upon the plan 
and services of such men the divine benediction may be boldly invoked; and 
whether we or they live to see the effect of their labours, or not, it is not pre- 
sumption to say, that no sincere attempt to deliver men from their sins, by means 
of the Gospel, will pass unnoticed or unrewarded ; and that when the whole hu- 
man family shall have embraced the Gospel, a glorious accumulation of blessings 
will come upon the head of the man, who counts all things else as of no value, 
if he can proclaim the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, his Lord. 


—p_-— 
SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


At au inquiry meeting held at Honoruru on the 18th of May last, about 30 in- 
dividuals, several of them chiefs of the highest rank, expressed their desire to be 
considered candidates for baptism, to be administered as soon as the missionaries 
might deem it expedient. Although the latter were greatly encouraged and cheer- 
ed by what they saw and heard, and could not but regard this desire to receive 
the ordinance as springing in most cases from a sincere love to God, yet it was 
thought best to proceed with great caution, and therefore the matter was for the 
time deferred. 

On the 28th, it was pleasing to notice several chiefs and others, expressing, in 
the most decisive manner, their scruples of conscience relative to the propriety of 
attending a scene of amusement on Saturday evening. 

On the 30th it appeared at Honoruru alone that no less than 136 individuals 
had enrolled their names as desirous to be fully taught the word of God, and to 
obey him so far as they might be enabled to know his will. 

At a meeting of the church and congregation on the 5th of June, after the re- 
gular services, ten persons, including several chiefs, made a public relation of 
their religious experience. It is represented to have been a most interesting and 
happy season. 

One of these was Richard Karaaiulu, who was formerly connected with the 
Foreign Mission School at Cornwall, but left without giving evidence of conver- 
sion. Two others dated their hope about two years ago; but most had their 
minds impressed since the insurrection at Tauai. The observation of the mis- 
sionaries entirely harmonized with this statement. 

On the 6th of June an interesting Council of Chiefs was held, attended by 
Lord Byron and others, in which they determined to support the claims of the 
young king. The council was closed with prayer. 

In the month of August last, nine chiefs were propounded for admission to the 
church, among whom were, Karaimoku, the Prime Minister, and Kaahumanu, 
the favourite queen of the late king Tamahamaha, and the most powerful woman 
on the Islands. 

At Honoruru, Karaimoku has commenced the erection of a spacious chapel, 
and intends to furnish it with a bell at his own expense.—The amount of prin- 
ting done by the press at this station, at the latest date of the journal, was, 

15,000 copies of a Spelling-book, 


2000 do Hymn-book of 60 pp. 
1000 = do Catechism, 
1000 = do Scripture Tract. 
And it was stated that before an edition of one of the Gospels could be «truck 


off, there wo dd be at leact 19,000 native readers! 
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THE APOCRYPHA, 

The question whether the Apocryphal books should be admitted or excluded, 
inthe Bibles published by the British and Foreign Bible Society,—a question 
highly important to the interests of the institution, and which has for a length ot 
time been under consideration, was ultimately decided in the terms of the fol- 
lowing resolution.— 

“ That the funds of the Society be applied to the printing and circulation of the 
Canonical Books of Scripture, to the exclusion of those books, and parts of 
books, which are usually termed Apocryphal: and that all copies printed, either 
entirely or in part, at the expense of the Socicty, and whether such copies con- 
sist of the whole or of any one or more of such books, be invariably issued bound, 
no other books whatever being bound with them. And, further, that all Money 
Grants, to Societies or individuals, be made only in conformity with the principle 
of this regulation.” 

The reasons assigned for this decision are, that all who are willing to receive 
the Scriptures with the Apocryphal Books, can find nothing objectionable in the 
volume consisting of the Canonical Books alone, and therefore sacrifice nothing 
in agreeing that the operations of the Society shall be limited to their circulation. 
On the other hand, by inserting the Apocrypha, something unacknowledged, and 
of doubtful or disallowed authovity, is distributed with that in the authority and 
authenticity of which all agree; and at the expense chiefly of those who reject 
them. Protestauts certainly will not unite in supporting the circulation of books 
which they do not acknowledge ; while, these being omitted, as there is nothing 
in the sacred volume which other churches disown, they may harmonize in the 
results of the decision.—.Vew- York: Religious Chronicle. 





MR. OWEN’S HARMONY, A MONSTROUS MISNOMER. 

A gentleman of the first respectability, writes from Illinois to a friend in Phi- 
ladelphia,that Mr. Owen’s new settlement, Harmony, has increased in number to 
1150 men; and adds that it is“* as sad an assemblage of infidels and atheists as 
ever was collected.” There is no worship among the Harmonists—vice, pro- 
faneness and infidelity will increase of course; and to our own feelings it seems 
that this establishment which is the professed offspring of infidelity can be con- 
sidered in no other light than that of a moral experiment made with such com- 
vustible materials as shall at length produce a tremendous explosion, like that of 
a second France in miniature. ood will doubtless come out of it but what will 
become of the experimenters !—/Veslern Recorder. 

——e— . 
DANCING. 

After a full discussion of the subject of Dancing, the Presbytery of Geneva 
unanimously passed the following resolutions.— 

1. Resolved, that it is inconsistent with the character of a professor of religion, 
to teach a dancing school. 

2. Resolved, That our church sessions be directed to institute a course of dis- 
cipline, with any of their members, who may engage in the above employment. 

3. Resolved, That it is inconsistent with the character of professing christians, 
to countenance dancing schools or dancing assemblies, by personal attendance, 
or by allowing their children to attend. 

4. Resolved, That it is the duty of our churches to discipline those of their 
\aeimbers, who are known to countenance, by their practice, the disorderly con- 
duct above named. 


THE UNITED ASSOCIATE SYNODIN SCOTLAND. 

On the list of Preachers belonging to this body, there are 7 Ministers without 
charge; 73 Probationers not called ; 9 called and 5 about to be called—in all 94. 
The number of Students attending the Divinity Hall under Dr. Dick, is 154.— 
Dr. Mitchell of Anderston has been elected Professox of Biblical Literature by a 
majority of one over Mr. Duncan of Midcalder. 


lg 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
We have received several communications whieh are unavoidably postponed 
yr Wane of reom 

















